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WHEAT FAMILY 
Submitted by: Polly Ray,710 Corrine St. Hattiesburg, MS.39401 


Many people have searched diligently to find who our Wheat 
ancestors were. All agree that we descend from John Wheat who 
died about 1711 in Prince George County, MD. John left surviving 
him a widow, Sara, and four children; Francis, John, William and 
Joseph. Some say William was our ancestor and some say Joseph, 
both sons of John above. 


For the next generation, definite proof has been located that 
William Wheat who died about 1787 in Wilkes County, Georgia was 
the father of the four Wheat brothers who settled in the late 
eighteenth century on the Tombigbee River in what is known today 
as Washington County, Alabama. A writ of partition was filed in 
Wilkes County, GA to divide 300 acres of land on Favors Fork of 
Long Creek among the children of William Wheat. The children 
were Thomas, John, Hezekiah, Saul, and Job Wheat and Nancy 
Sullivan. The partition occurred Sept. 11, 1799 (Note: Saul 
Wheat same as Solomon and Job Wheat same as Joseph). Qther 
records in Wilkes County, GA showed wife as Martha/Polly. 


Thomas Wheat filed with Spanish Governor, Stephen Miro, on 
Cctober 9, 1787, for grant of land located on the Tombecke 
River. He stated that he had occupied the land and wanted to 
grow crops. In "American State Papers-Public Lands", Films 1 
and 2, we find the Wheat brothers mentioned several times, and 
that Solomon, John and Hezekiah settled on the Tombigbee in 
about 1796-97, In testifying before the Land Commissioners 
regarding one claim, the fact that John, Soloman and Hezekiah 
Wheat were brothers was established. 


When Spain ceded the extreme southern portion of Alabama, 
Mississippi and Louisiana to the U.S. in 1812, John, Thomas and 
Hezekiah moved west, along with other residents of the Tombigbee 
settlement, including Jordan Morgan, Thomas and James Bilbo, 
Isaac Ryan, Rheams, Gains, Boyekin; Lee, Rainey, Weldy, Deupree, 
Strahan, Goleman, Deas/Dees, and others. Some of the settlers 
moved prior to that time to the west. As best we can tell, 
Thomas Wheat moved to what is now Pearl] River County, MS. 
Hezekiah moved to what is now St. Helena Parish, LA. and settled 
there; and John Wheat moved to St. Tammany Parish, LA. where he 
stayed a short while and moved across Pearl] River and settled 
what is today Crossroads, MS. ue 
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JOHN WHEAT: 

John Wheat, born about 1755 and died about 1840, served in the 
Revolutionary War from Georgia. After the war he married Nancy 
Ann Kennedy-Smith, widow of his friend, Andrew Smith, She was 
the daughter of Henry Kennedy and wife Priscilla. At the time 
they married she had one son {that we know of) Andrew Smith, 
Jr., born 1780 and died 1858. Andrew married Nancy Elizabeth 
Robards/Roberts and had a large family which accounts for one of 
the largest genealogical lines in South Mississippi today. His 
daughter, Priscilla Smith, born 1818, married George Washington 
Bilbo, the writer's maternal great-great-grandparents,which 
makes two family connections to the Wheats,and adds special 
interest to the family. 


John Wheat and wife, Nancy Ann, had three children and left a 
host of descendants,many of them still living in South 
Mississippi. The children and grandchildren were: 


is WILLIAM G@,. WHEAT 
8B: 10/7/1787 OD: 8/24/1858. Mrd: 2/28/1810, 
MARTHA "PATSY" WILKINSON; dau. of MICAJAH WILKINSON 
from Georgia. 
A. JOHN E. WHEAT 
B: 12/24/1810 OD: 12/3/1881. Mrd: MARY “POLLY"* 


LUMPKIN, 
B. BENJAMIN WHEAT B: ca 1813. Never married, 
C5 MARTHA ANN WHEAT Bi ca 1815, Mrd: LEWIS NEWMAN 
D. HEZEKIAH WHEAT B: ca 1817, Mrd: 1837, MARY BURKS 
Ex; RHODA WHEAT B: ca 1819. Mrd: TIMOTHY KENDALL 
ae NANCY WHEAT B: ca 1821. 0: ca 1906 


Mrd: HENRY KENNEDY 
G. JOSEPH WHEAT Bi ca 1823. Mrd: HARRIET HOWARD 


H. WILLIAM G. WHEAT B: 11/1/1825 De 10/21/1892 

Mrd: EMILY ROZANNA FOQRNEA 
Ae ELIZABETH WHEAT Bi ca 1827. Mrd: HENRY BREWER. 
J. JAMES A. WHEAT B: 6/6/1830 D: 12/22/1910 


Mrd: MARY JANE STOCKSTILL 


Tels JOSEPH WHEAT 

B: 11/1/1798 D: 41/13/1874, Mrd: 2/24/1816,ELIZABETH 

BAGLEY, B: 8/27/1802 0D: 11/10/1877. 

A. NANCY ANN WHEAT B: 1/2/1819 D: 6/7/1836, 
Mrd: JAMES PASCAL "POPLAR JIM" SMITH. The town of 
Poplarville, County Seat of Pearl River County, MS 
was named for him. He was the son of Andrew Smith, Jr. 
above. 

B. CLARINDA WHEAT B: 7/7/1820 D: before 1877 
Mrd: JOHN MOODY. 
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C. HEZEKIAH WHEAT 8B: 11/7/1821. Mrd: CAROLINE STEWART 


D. WILLIAM G. WHEAT B: 7/29/1824 9: Civil War 
Mrd: AMARANTHA MELVINA MITCHELL 


Ec. ELIZABETH WHEAT B: 12/1/1826 D: 7/5/1864 
Mrd: GEORGE WASHINGTON STEWART 


F. MARGANEY WHEAT B: 10/19/7832 Di Ante 1877 
Mrd: JACK BOURN/BOWEN : 


G. JOSEPH WHEAT, JR. B: 7/1/1828 D: Ante 1877 
Never married. 

H. LOUISA WHEAT 8: 11/26/1838. Mrd: HENRY ASKEW 

I. MARTHA ANN WHEAT B: 1/21/1840 Mrd: EASTMAN 


RANKIN TATE 


J. MISSOURT WHEAT B: 3/11/1845 D: 10/6/1868 
Mrd: (1) BENJAMIN ROBERT FORNEA (MDID) 
Mrd: (2) PETER JOHN HARVEY. 


ie er HEZEKIAH WHEAT - It is thought he was killed in the War 
of 7812. No other information. 


THOMAS WHEAT 
Little information has been found on this ancestor except as 
mentioned above. Some descendants were told that Thomas married 
an Indian which is a likely possibility in view of the physical 
traits of some descendants. We do not know where Thomas died or 
when, only that his children were in South Mississippi when the 
1820 census was taken. They may have gone first to Louisiana 
and moved back East with their uncle, John Wheat, as we note 
Thomas Wheat, Jr. married in St. Helena Parish, LA in 1813. The 
only information we have found on- his children and grandchildren 
is from the estate papers filed on death of Thomas Wheat, Jr. in 
Marion County, MS in 1849. Thomas Wheat, Jr. left no surviving 
children which according to law made his surviving brothers and 
sisters, or children of his deceased siblings, his heirs. The 
following incomplete chart of descendants of Thomas Wheat is 
offered based on the Estate papers above: 


tee MARY (WHEAT)MORGAN, B: Georgia; married 1797-98, 
JORDAN MORGAN in Mobile, AL. This is key to Thomas 
being our ancestor as two records located which state 
that Mary was daughter of Thomas. And, she is listed 
as heir of Thomas Wheat, Jr. 

A. John Morgan - mrd Mary Ann Pope, 2/10/1821. 
i. Caroline Morgan mrd David R. Wingate. 
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THOMAS WHEAT, (dR). mrd: 12/25/1813, St. Helena 
Parish, LA. JANE WHEAT (Jane Wheat, possibly was a 
cousin of Thomas, but have been unable to determine 
who her parents were). No children. 


DAUGHTER WHEAT (name unknown) died ante 1849 

Mrd: WILLIAM WELDY either in Alabama or Perry Co. MS 
A. THOMAS WELDY 

B. WILLIAM WELDY 

Cx GEQRGE W. WELDY 

D. MATILDA WELDY - MRD: WILLIAM SIMMONS 

E 


MILLIE WELDY - MRD: LEMUEL STRAHAN 

DAUGHTER WHEAT (name unknown) mrdi RAINEY 

A. JOHN RAINEY - MRD: REBECCA T. FELDER 

B. THOMAS R. RAINEY-(1809-1895) mrd: REBECCA TISDALE 
Thomas settled in what is now Ratney Community, 
approx. 15 miles NW of Hattiesburg, MS. A book 
has been published on his descendants. 


GF ow 


SARA RAINEY mrd BENGAMiN FRAZIER, 5/16/1839, in 
Marion Co. MS. and moved to Texas. 


DAUGHTER WHEAT (name unknown) mrd: — KENNEDY 


A. HENRY KENNEDY, Bi ca 1817. mrd. NANCY WHEAT, 
dau. of WILLIAM G. WHEAT & MARTHA WILKINSON. 


JOHN WHEAT mrd GRACE MILLSAPS, and settled in Copian 
County, MS. He had a large family. One son, Thomas, 
moved to DeWitt County, TX. 


MARTHA "PATSY"“ WHEAT, B: ca 1793 D: May 1884 

Mrd: ELIAS WALLACE. They had 11 girls and 3 boys 
with descendants scattered throughout the states of 
Louisiana, Mississippi and Texas, One daughter, 
Obedience, B: 1837, mrd JAMES O. BIL80, the writer's 
great-grandparents. 


REBECCA WHEAT - mrd WILLTAM M. WALLIS. She died prior 


to 1848 and left surviving her several children. 
William Wallis was a brother to Elias Wallace above. 


AMELTA (MILLY) WHEAT - mrd WELLIAM M, WALLIS, after 
the death of her sister, Rebecca, above. lt is 
thought that she First mrd CHARLES BURKS, but no 
absolute proof, 

information is offered on families of Soloman and 


Hezekiah Wheat. Their descendants have been compiled by others. 
The above charts cover only the ones that settled in Mississippi 
jn the nineteenth century. 


early 


’ 
t 
_@ 


Page 4 of 76 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 


Wheat Family 
LU tery! 
WHEAT lineage , AL to Hancock Co MS 
from: Willie Mae-wate—————— ang “‘arion Co. MS 
“~ 031 Gardenia St “td, fbef's ee) 
etd MS 39209 2) cout yet ee 
, Sent by: PASCAGOULA LIZRARY, 
GENEALOGY COLLECTION 


Mre, Bs. GO, Phillippi 
Helenbire Rt 3 Box 572 
ovington, LA 70433 
Son of William & Martha (pieey) (Polly) | WHEAT 
a 13 23 Thomas Wheat settled in Alabama on the lombigbee R. 


presently Washington Col, 4labama. About 1787 and then 

' moved on to HANCOCK CO. MS.about 1816. He died shortly 
after that on March 26. 1804 (sic) (bound to be 1816 WMw) 
Claim of Jordan Morgan states THOMAS WHEAT testifed that 


"Jordan morgan having married my daughter, I agree 
to give him half the improvements on the land where 
he then lived." (= bond) 
: The BURK children recoevered $2,212.35 on bon executed 


DO NOT CIRCULATE 


by THOMAS WHEAT in his lifetigje. Hhis was under a bond 
signed by Thomas for Elias Wallis to be guardian of Burk 


ak 
children. The estate for Thomas was filed Marion 0. MS 
pe | Mississippi. 
CHILDREN: 


13231 Martha 'Patsy' born about 1794 in Washington 
Co. AL. married Elias Wallis/Wallace in 1812 in 
Hancock Co. Miss. died may 1884 in Marion Co. MS 
according to grave stone 


13232 JOHN resided in Copiah Co, MS 
13233 THOMAS married Jane (?) 25 Dec 1813, d. 1843 


13234 Daughter... married Thomas Weldy residing in Perry Co. MS 


***In the actual records it gives Thomas Rainey of 
Jones Co, MS) %*« (Willie Mae Wade) 


ae 13236 Daughter married Henry Sennedy of Marion Co. MS (2 
13237 Mary born 1782 in Georgia, married Jordan Morgan in 1797 


13238 Matilda married William Simmons C 
13239 Rebecca married William M. Wallis ; 
1723230 Aughter married L (?) Wallis. N,t same as above. 


=> 1323-11 Amilla (Milly) married Lemuel Strahan 


ON ieee, oe ey eg oe oe should be sp. Amillia 


Willie Mae Wade believes. they have the THOMAS RAINEY mi 
pee pr jumped to the conclusion that he married the Whease’ 
ut he was actually a son of a Wheat-Rainey merriage,. 
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Jackson, MS 39209 Mrs. Patricia Edwards 
5031 Gardenia St 1765 Silverado Trail 
22. duly '87 . Napa, CA 94558 


Dear Patricia: 
Thanks for the letter. Right at this time I can't 


find anything on Reuben Wade. The name Reuben rings a bell 
but I don't know whether it is from a Wade or Rainey. I 
checked my card file, but it is not up to date. I nek 

me checked my out-of-state files on people whom I have not 
been able to identify, but did not fing him. 

Had some info sent by Mrs. Allard in Vovington, LA 
listing THOMAS REMKXxasxaxsmnxinxkawxak RAINEY as son-in-law 
of Thomas WHEAT >* The Marion Co. NS, records show him as 
a nephew, living in J nes Co. MS. I know the one I have is 


my g'grandfather, who owned land joining where I grew up. 
Ours is buried in Crosby Cem. Rainey Community, Jones Co. MS. 


a TE 


the community wag named for him, and he definitely is the first 


RAINEY in Jones So. | morried Rebecca L. Tisdale in 1840 there. 
If the new info I received is correct, then our Thomas 
would be a dr. 


oo I will put what they sent to me on a separate sheet, as 
it pertains to MS. residents. 
— Ivwill try to keep Reuben Wade in mind, and if I run 
across him, I'll let you know. 
Dincerely, 
Willie Mae Wade 
P.S. I doubt that the enclosed will make much sente to you, 
unless you already have so:.e info on them from “arion and Copia 
Co, MS. You might keep it in your filed. 


i 
acs Ry Rape, COA ene {th ¢ hry on Le pak Oe 
4 


DO NOT CIRCLUN 


a A 


mao 
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- 


‘The Name of every Person whese usual place 


binek, or 
| musa 


White, 


of abode on the first day of June, 1850, was 


in this fawily. 


order of vigitation. | 
in the order of 


visitation, 


numbered in the 


| Dweiling-howses 


Families numbered 


Color, 


le 
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ree DES eT ~ 7 


MINUTES OF THI CHAUCERY COURT 1850 - 1859 | | 
PROBATE COURT RECORDS THwD. 
gH ee - * BOOK 2-A Pir? 


ie ARON COUNTY, MISSISSIPPI 


74 Lo vd 
Th os 4 
we a , Page 1° (A EGA 


Estate of Jesse Guy, dec., July term, 1850. Lewis Guy, heir at law& 
.. distributer of estate answers petition of Wiliiam Guy & Ivenell ane e 
af y a Be Cook, Speen ; 


"; Page 2-7 — 


Estate of Thomas Wheat, Nov., 1819, — ef Thomas R. uiheatey administrator. 
Family mentioned: ane Wheat, widow residing in Washington Parish, Louisiana; 
_., Thomas Wheat, left no children - names & places of residence of heirs at. 
-’ law as far aS: he could determine: eeeaal, Copiah County,’ Miss.; Thomas 
' | Weldy, Perry County; Thomas Rainey, Jenes County; John Raiticy Henry Aye 
ef, liam W illy Strahan’ (wife of Lemuel Straham) of Marion 
: County; Matilda Simmons (wife of William Simmons), Perry County; Mary 
Morgan, George W. Weldy, Milly Wallis (wife of William Wallis), Sarah Wallis, 
Rebecca Wallis, Warren M. Wallis, & Maryan Wallis, residing in ‘Hancock 
' County; Benjamin Frazier & Sareh his wife in the state of Texas; Eligeheth cm 
Wallis at) Martha Wallis his wife, — 


/ Mary Ann Wallis, Jourdan Morgan Wallis, & Rebecca Wallis jn the state of ~ 
i giana. ee eet ee ee ) 


- 


~. All above persons are above age of 21 except Sarah. Wallis, Rebecca Wallis, 
ee arren M. Wallis, Morgan Wallis, & Rachel. Wallis, who are minor children 


*. 1of the said William M, Wallis and have no” general guardian, 


OF ‘Elisha Magee was appointed guardian to the Wallis children. July 16, 1850. 


; Page 8 
oS Estate of Fleet Magee 
Phe = ae ae . 
iS —_ Page 15 
-.. .. Will of Mary D. Parham Ae | 
- « June 2h, 1848; . in court March term, 1850 AS eee 
To mother, Sarah A.. Black and after her post to sister Elizabeth Black -~ 
g negro girl. 


To brother William Black ~- gold watch. 
To sisters Eliza Gregg, Sarah Black, Martha Ann Black, & brother John 
W. Black ~ what money may come in from circuit judge of Wilcox County, 
Alabama. $0 to be taken from the share of Eliza Gregg for the amount: e 
advanced to her husband Joseph S. Gregg. 
‘Executor: Alexander Pope Black, brother. 
Wits William H. Lett & Luther Powell. 


Page 18 

pA Estate of Sampson Pope. Petition of Elisha Magee showing that Sampson Pope 

sia" died on Dec. 20 last leaving no will. He left an estate valued not.over a 
eo" $8000. Esther Pope, the widow, has not applied for administration; and = 


there are several minor children, of which Mary Magee, wife of the pera 
is the oldest. Recd. Jan. 22, 1859. 
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Cy-H1-1386 NAME SORTED LIST Page ¢@ 
Br/th Osath 
Name RIN Year Year Spouse oa #Father Nawe 
MORGAN, RESECDCAH QOPTe MORGAN ,ELIAS 
MORGAN, SALLY ie Olearry #MORGAN, ELIAS 
NOLEN, FRANCES oyo4 WALLIS,WILLIAM FATISON 
NOLEN,MARTHA ANN ONZ2 1831 1906 WALLIS, JGHN _ 
NOLEN,MASY AMANDA g7206 WALLIS,ELTIAS 
NOLEN, NANCY O75 WOLLIS, CALVIN 
O'OUINN, HAYS M,. @GUY) no53 #O° QUINN, ROY 
S' QUINN, ROY nose WALLIS,;WILLIE BELL CAUNT BILL} 
OWENS MATHERINE CSROWN) nosso WALLIS,;HAYES MDORE 
FETERS,GORSON EOGAR B26 7 sPETERS, JOHN ANGUS 
PETERS, JOHN ANGUS O055 WALLIS, NELLIE 
PETERS, WALLIS O960 PETERS, JOHN ANGUS 
RUSH,ANNIE ELANOR (CTINCEIE) ooo7 WALLIS, TAYLOR 
SHIFLET,RANDALL CLARE n0135 1994 HULSEY ,SUSAN EILEEN 
pUedrpane ROBERT BEVERLY 00926 131 GOYNE , LORENA 
SHIFLETT, RYAN CHRISTOPHER e012 1984 *SHIFLET,RANOALL CLARE 
SHOEMAKER, JOHN BASCOM ¢ 5057 WALLIS,ALMA 
SNEAD,TOMMIE ELZA oos2 : WALLIS,LEROY 7 
TISHER, GEORGE WASHINGTON OO014 1856 HULSEY, SUSAN MARGARET 
WALLIS,ALICE ooe6 #WALLIS;LEROY 
WALLIS,;ALMA OO38 1893 1952 SHOEMAKER, JOHN BASCOM ¢ 
WALLIS, ANNY JANE Oo95 1835 -@WALLIS,JOHN BRADLEY ‘ 
WALLIS,BESS OOos 1902 1975 HULSEY, THOMAS AUSTIN I 
WALLIS, CALVIN goa94 1937 NOLEN, MANIC Y 
WALLIS,CECIL LEONARDO LTO USAR Ooeg3 #WALLIS.,LEROY 
WALLIS,CHARLES LAFAYTT 0191 1950 ae pee tay BRADLEY 
WALLIS, CHARLES WAYNE oo58 WALLIS, TAYLOR 
WALLIS, CHARLIE on42 12898 1974 eeereeqood ee ah WILMA 
WALLIS,CLAUDE MILLER No4o 1895 Tage #WALLIS,WILLIAM MORG 
WALLIS,OLIFFORD TAYLOR oD67 #WALLIS,LEROY 
WALLIS;,DANIEL SIERS (UNCLE DAN) 0100 1848 BWALLIGS, JOHN BRADLEY 
WALLIS,DAVID MORGAN 0099 1246 eWALLIS: JOHN GRADLEY 
WALLIS ,DIANCY oO9T 1830 #WALLIS,; JOHN BRADLEY 
WALLIS,DICEY COIANDY} Oos5 GERMAN, RESLEY 
WALLIS, DONALD noes eWALLIS;LEROY 
WALLIS,ELIAS oo33 1850 WHEAT,MARTHA PATSY 
WALLIS,ELIAS N096 1] 1895 WNOLEN,MARY AMANDA 
WALLIS,ELIJAH STEEL ones 1s #WALLIS,; JOHN GRADLEY 
WALLIS,;ELIZABETH ANN O055 1: e#WALLIS; JOHN BRADLEY 
WALLIS,FRANELIN PEARCE (OCC Gi0o2 148: Tee FAIRCOHILOS, SARAH 
WALLIS, GILBERT Oo85 SBWALLIS, CHARLIE 
WALLIS, HAYES MOCRE OO37 32837 13957 OWENS,EATHERINE (GROWN) 
WALLIS s;HAZE gose6 #WALLIS, CHARLIE 
WALLIS,HELEN ; ee ? QOOES #WALLIS. LEROY 
WALLIS; JAMES BUCHANAN ¢ H1O2 1856 1929 ALICE 
WALLIS, JOHN HWeSe Leae 1902 NOLEN, MARTHA ANN 
WALLIS, JOHN BRADLEY oO24 805 1278 HARDIN, SLERISSA ELIZABETH ¢ 
WALLIS, JOYCE OGeS tWALLIS,LERRY 
WALL »>RENNETH Rayo RkWALLIS,LEROQY 
WALLIS,LEROY oG45 1904 1966 SNEAB,TOMMIE ELZA 
WALLIS,LILLIE OO39 1694 1907 @WALLIS,WILLIAM MORGAN 
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NAME SORTED LIST 


Nama RIH Year Year Spouse or #Fathear Name 

(MASE), SALLY Bradlee O72 1sa4 

SMaAry wae Oli BRADLEY, JOHN 
SS 5ESECccCAH ul/rar no31 WALLIS,;WILLIAM M, 

ALICE o1ag WALLIS,JAMES BUCHANAN ¢ 
BAJARSEI, CATHERINE - o0g4 CESKE, JOSEPH 
BARNETT,CLEMMIE RETHA po86 1900 MOORE, KENNETH WELSH S 
BRADLEY, JOHN 91109 1778 F,MARY 

BRADLEY,SALLY (SARAH) (SARA) 112 1804 MORGAN,ELIAS 

SESKE, JOSEPH oo33 BA JARSEL, CATHERINE 
CESKE,MARY oO7Ee 1926 KINOLER,WILLIAM FERDINAND 
CREAMIER, CYNTHIA DIANE (CINDY) goe89 KINOLER WILLIAM KENNETH 
CASTERWOOD, ERITH WILMA oos4 WALLIS,CHARLIE 

EVANS, CHRISTENE oo49 #EVANS,WILLIAM ELIJAH 
EVANS,WILLIAM ELIJAH oo47 WALLIS;VIOPA (ORA) 

EVANS, WILLIE MAE no4s #EVANS,WILLIAM ELIJAH 
FAIRCHILDOS,SARAH O198 1927 WALLIS,;FRANELIN PEARCE ¢poc) 
GERMAN ,RESLEY ooo WALLIS, OICEY (DIANCDY) 
GOMALL ,LOUISA noavya KINDLER , CHARLES . 
GOYNE, LORENA on29 1920 SHIFLET,ROBERT BEVERLY 
HARDIN, CLERISSA ELIZABETH ¢ oo025 1813 1878 WALLIS,JOHN BRADLEY 

HULSEY ,CAROLYN JANET 9005 1963 #HULSEY, THOMAS AUSTIN II 
HULSEY ,CHARLES MOlE 1823 WILSON, HARRIET : 
HULSEY,EILEEN SESS O070 1940 1946 #HULSEY,THOMAS AUSTIN I 
HULSEY, RUTH MORGAN WALLIS oo9os 1984 #HULSEY, THOMAS AUSTIN II 
HULSEY,SUSAN EILEEN gog4 1960 SHIFLET,RANDALL CLARE 
HULSEY, SUSAN MARGARET oo15 TISHER, GEORGE WASHINGTON 
HULSEY,THOMAS AUSTIN I noose 1978 19665 WALLIS,SESS 

HULSEY, THOMAS AUSTIN II o001 1938 KINDLER ,MORMA JEAN 9.0.8. 
ILSEY,THOMAS AUSTIN III Hoos 1958 &@HULSEY, THOMAS AUSTIN IT 
KIBBE,ALICE A019 1869 1974 WALLIS,WILLIAM MORGAN 
KIGBE,ROSERT PERRY 0020 1846 19093 MOORE,SUE ELIZABETH 

KE INOLER, CHARLES oo73 GOMALL ,LOUISA 

KINDLER, CLARENCE ooo 1984 s*KINDLER,WILLIAM FEROINAND 
KINDLER,ELIZABETH RENEE ooso0 1983 #EINDLER, WILLIAM KENNETH 
KINOLER, GLADYS CO77 aK INOLER, WILLIAM FEROINAND 
KINDLER,HELEN oo79 ¥#KINOLER,WILLIAM FERDINAND 
EINDLER,MARTIE oog2 #KINOLER,WILLIAM FERDINAND 
KINDLER,NORM4 JEAN 0.0.8. ooo2 194 HULSEY,THOMAS AUSTIN II 
KINOLER,RALPH AUGUST o051 7929 MOORE: RUTH ee 
KINDLER,VIOLA oo7g “EINDLER, WILLIAM FERDINAND 
KINOLER,WILLIAM FEROINANOD oo75 CESKE, MARY 

EKINOLER, WILLIAM KENNETH anes 1953 CREAMIER,CYNTHIA DIANE (CINOY} 
LYNN,HELEN ELAINE GO1l} Ta4ao0 HULSEY, THOMAS AUSTIN II 
MOORE, KENNETH WELSH’ CD , 5 BARNETT, CLEMMIE RETHA 
MOORE, RUTH MAPLE a noe? 1925. KINDLER,FALFH AUGUST 
MOORE,SUE ELIZABETH O02] 7851 7903 KIBBE,ROBEST FERRY 

MORGAN , ao77 : 

MORGAN,ELTIAS Hi1s 1204 BRADLEY, SALLY (SARAH) (SARA? 
MORGAN, JOHN n114 

Meme! a = #MORGAN,ELIAS 

MORGAN ,LUCY O27 1770 1814 WALLIS,SAMUEL (WALLICE: ¢ 


Page 13 of 76 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 


Wheat Family 
Bi-07-1980 MAME SORTED LIST Passe 3 
Br Cn Oeath 

Hana FIN Yeat Yaar Spouse or #Fathar Nawe 
WALLIS,NELLIE 1901 PETERS, JOHN ANGUS 
WALLIS ,PAULINE 1790s }9068 aAWALLIS,;WILLIAM MGRGAN 
WALLIS, 3AM WESLEY (CUNCDLE SAM} 1842 1929 WATSON, MARY JANE (JENNIESMIH,) 
WALLIS, SAMUEL (WALLICE) ¢ 176O 1214 MORGAN, LUCY 
WALLIS, TAYLOR 1899 19680 RUSH,ANNIE ELANOR (TINCTE) 
WALLIS,VIORA (ORA) 889 1967 EVANS, WILLIAM ELIJAH 
WALLIS,WILLIAM #WALLIGS, LEROY 
WALLIS,WILLIAM M, 7, REGECCAH 
WALLIS,WILLIAM MORGAN 1859 1337 RIBBE,ALICE < 
WALLIS,WILLIAM FATISON 1831 NOLEN, FRANCES : 
WALLIS,WILLIE BELL (AUNT SILL) g9o7 O'aQUINN, ROY 
WATSON, MARY JANE (JENNTIE/M.H.) B47 WALLIS,SAM WESLEY (UNCLE SAM) 
WHEAT,MARTHA PATSY WALLIS,ELIAS 
WILSON, HARRIET 1829 HULSEY, CHARLES 


Sider Lo Rebecca Whack on 154 Pepe 
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Couple celebrates 50 years together 


Mr. and Mrs. Cecil G. Leslie of Escatawpa were 
honored Nov. 11, 1990, on the occasion of their 
golden wedding ‘anniversary with a reception ‘at 
the Bacevaw pe United Methodist Church 
fellowship hall. 

The couple was ngareied Nov. 9, 1940, in 


Lucedale before the Rev. G.S. Jenkins of the - 


Lucedale Methodist Church when Mr. Leslie took 
as his bride the former’ Lorrie Lemaitre of 
Escatawpa. The couple renewed their wedding 
vows with the Rev. Bob Jones officiating. 

Hosting the 50th anniversary fete were the 
couple’s children: Doris and Gil Leslie, Gloira 
Cooper and Nancy and Robert Schaefer, all of 
Escatawpa; and their grandchildren — Brian, 
Selena and Patrick Crews, Bert and Karen 
Schaefer. 

For her anniversary, Mrs. Leslie chose a 


two-piece mauve silk dress accented with a - 


corsage of gold roses and baby’s breath with gold 
ribbon. Mr. Leslie wore a black suit with a gold 
rose boutonniere. 

Juanita Couch of Escatawpa directed the affair. 

Tables were decorated with gold tablecloths 
overlaid with late and accented with gold wedding 
bells and ribbons. A bouquet of roses was dis- 
played as a centerpiece, and ferns were placed 
throughout the hall. Remembrance scrolls were 
presented to each:guest. - 

Focal point of the refreshinents was a three- 
tieréd cake decorated: with ‘white ‘roses, gold 
wedding bells and leaves, and topped with a bride 


Mr. and Mrs. Gecil G. Leslie 


and: bridegroom standing before a gold 50th 
anniversary. arch, 

Faye Lemaitre and Selena Crews served the 
cake with Ann Lemaitre serving punch and Wendy 
_Bailey assisting with coffee. Karen Schaefer 
“registered guests with the assistance of Flora 
Lemaitre, motheriof Mrs. Leslie whose 92nd 
- birthday was ing 

i 


Fannie Mae McMillian. 


same day. Also ne was - 
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re Mrs. Autor Aikeniat ‘Mrs. 
ht Nita sells Mrs. Bruce 


from oi: "bgt 
“The Broadcast’, 


ofthe sunueed Apple computers to 
EA hen'hé died, ay 7, 1987. 
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.* Citronella; 
fs January 17,1 1990 


emo 


Yonge recognized for service - George Marion Yonge, Ir. (left), was 
recognized by the South Alabama Utilities Board at last Thursday’s 
meeting. Mr. Yonge was presented a plaque — Bill Giffin, Chairman ° 
“of S.A.U. for 20 years of service. - ;' Coe 
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Page 12, The Call-News Dispatch, Thursday, April 4, 1991 


NO EGG HUNT-——Wash. Co. Sheriff's Posse invited clients of Wash. Co. Day Care Center to participate in the - 
sgeunried Se tana he 4-H burtas tithe hunt fi : i encheti ived 
an Easter basket and hot dog lunch. Some of the participants are pictured. —-(Dispatch Staff Photo) etre 


nat 
ones BS eon 
ghee _ ie 
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tard y. 


3 : vane, = 
Gita es and Anita Belle: P.. 


He served for fifteen Yaais on tis MF es ~ allowed NewsDay' to reprint ex. 

Alabama Electric Board of Andalu~ ‘He mairied Addie ¢ c een ’. cerpts from the book: The c an 
sia and was iristrumental in obtain ~ daughter of John and Annie Belle “right date is 1982 by the Washing- ~ 
 ipg electric power in this country. “Hanis There ¢ children: ~~ ton County Historical Society. 
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Una J. Daugherty 


“Una Jackson -Daugheity; 94, of 
‘Deer Park died June 20,. 1991. at — 


Wash, Co. Nursing Home. 
~., A native of Alabama, she was the 


-daughter ‘of Frank. anid Dora Mc- 


Fadden Jackson. She’ ‘was’ a 
homemaker and. a: member. of the 
Bethel UMC. She was. former news 
reporter for the Call-News. 


She is survived by a. son, Ray . 
Dauglierty of i Park, and two - 


grandc! 


the Bethel cchurch,.. with the: Rev. 
Gary Williams speaking. — 


Burial was in the church cemetery 


unde? direction of Lathan Funeral 
Home. 


children. . 
Funeral: service was sheld June 21 at : 


"Bethel Methodist Ctiur 


_ wedding at. ‘Leroy. Bapti 


oS Will Payne participated ine the. 


. Mobile » and Bayou Ia Batre last- 


- Mr. and Mrs. Leigh aa Hoose me 
attended the. ‘Richardson-Allday.” 9 
Chu 


“4 Gerald Daugherty i is ona Ses m7] 
trip to Switzerland this week, © “a 
=: Friends of Clarence: Hovater will: : 
“be sorry: to hear Of his*illness.and- - 
hope he will be better soon: “Mr. and... : ba 
Mrs. Hovater reside in- Satsuma and ; 
are former residents... Oe ae 


family’ ir Galf Shores: ‘for sve” 
weeks, helping hier get established in- 
’ her businéss there. We hcl then 
well. ‘ ; 
My; and Mee Vowel Danse ; 
“seis attended the funeral of Mrs. . 
Johnson in Cleveland, Tenn., during“ 
the’ week, Shé was the mother of - 
their son-in-law,. Bob Johnson, and 
_had been ill for some time, |< Virginia’ Calhoun recently. visited 
” Gov, Guy Hunt was:here for thes: . Marzélle: Hambrick: Albertville i 
“Veroindbreaking ‘at'Cibe-Geigy They are cousins ae Marzelle i is. a 
Friday. Several of the town officers formeriresident. 
were present for this welcomed addi- _ Friends of Me -and. Mrs. Earl 
‘tion to the plant there." =="" Eth iear they 


‘azalea junior golf tournament in 


week, He is the son of Mr d Mrs. 
_Raymond Payne,-.- see a 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Daugherty, 


hospital” for tests 


Je., are in Birmingham this <— on We hope she will 
business: pest dag aa 6 ~~ Marvin Daugherty. 
“Congratulations to Loraine Haris Miss., was here fi 
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“Te is ordered that the 11th day of 
aly 19oLat 10 a.m. be appointed as:: 
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been killed: by: th : mine” s 
a: 


uit instedd 


av. : ite! s” 
‘Meridian “Publi Affairs Office fuse, he shouted at the. ‘Meritel 


a 
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REGISTRATION SOUTHERN STYLE — Among local 
students registéring this summer for fall classes at 
University_of Southern Mississippi Wera Demisha Lynn 
Cropp the daughter of Mr, and Mrs, Ernest H. Cropp? / 


Pledge USM sororities : 
HATTIESBURG, Miss. — Saine 24 © 


afea studants were among moje than: ~~ 


100 girls who attended sororityjrush 
week at Unlvérsity of Southern} © 
Mississippi Aug. 19-24. They afe:' 

‘« From Ocean Springs — Delta Delta 
Delia pledges Christa Lynn Walker, 
Lestie Marie Anderson, Joy Myrae 
Fariley and Monique Lobrano; 
Gamma pledges Jennifer Wes#field and 
Jami Ryan; Kappa Delta pledgd Lisa Ann 
Pisarish; and Chi Omega pledge Gia 
Mechele Catchot. 

From Vancleave — Phi Mu pledge 
Nalerie Dennison. 

From Pascagoula —~ Phi pledge 
Elizabeth Dannreuther; Delta Delta Delta 
pledge Dawn Rubom; Delta Zéta pledge 

_Demisha Lynn Cropp and LaralChandler; 
and Chi Omega pledge Robyn Ezell. 

From Lucedale — Chi Omaga pledge 
Shonne Naramore and Delta elta Delta 


From Gautler — Phi Mu pl idges Lara 


Usher and Jennifer Backel; Chi Omega 
-pledge Missy Smith; Delta Gamma 
pledge Dana Lyons: and Kappa Delta 
pledge Laurie Ann Bruhl. 
From Leakesville— Delta Delta Delta 
pledge Ashley Jean Turner. © 
From Perkinston — Phi Mu pledye 


_ Shanna Murray. 


From McHenry — Phi Mu pledge Julie 
Melton...» 

Rush week offered activities such as 
picnic and rush parties which allowed 
students to meet with the different 
sororities. . 
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- USM Public. Relations Photo i 
GETTING READY-To RUSH — - Demisha Cropp (left) and Dawn Rubom 
(center), both of Pascagoula, talk with Lisa. Slay, Panhellenic rush chair, 
at a picnic on the Hattiesburg campus of University of Southern 
Mississippi. The picnic was one of the activities held during Sorority -- 
Formal Rush Week, Aug. 19-24. Demisha, 20; is pledging Delta Zeta and_ 

_ isthe daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Emest Cropp. Dawn, 21, is pledging Delta 
Delta Detta and i is s the daughter of Gary and Carol 1 Coon. a-Fe — 


REGISTRATION SOUTHERN STYLE = byte, local: 


' students registering. this summer for tall. classes at toemban font Anderson, also a coast resident, "Damisha 4 ¥ 


University: of Southam Mississippt were Demisha Lynn 
Cropp, (left) of Pascagoula and. Ashley Colville of Moss. 


Is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ernest H. Cropp; snieyy : 
is the daughter of Mr..and Mrs. George. Coalville 
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“STATE TITLIST — The Helena Babe Fluth 16-18 yaar Hawkins, (back row) {coach Benny MeGéy, Paula 


Old all-star. team Won the slow-pitch softball state Stringer, coach George Mathis, Kelly Hinkel, -Shou . 


“tournament this season In Tupelo, Members of the cluti Smitty, Jayne Ward, Krigtlé Tucker, Leann Grierson, Billi 


are (front row from lel) Tammy David, bal girl Mary ~ McNair, coach Ernest Cropp and tae inst Leona’ 


Watton, Lort Cook, Demisha Cropp, Kerl- Mathis, Lesils;Dunking <2 a ae i aren) 
5 ee ‘or a me be ST TS ae 2 


Page 27 of 76 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Wheat Family 


oe - @D—Mississippi Bea < 


- HelenalEscatawpa- 
girls head to state 


~The state playoffs will take’ 
ee July 12-14 in Vicksburg. 


* Sunday, July 7, 1985 ; 


> Thre Helena/Eséataywa 
and: under girls. All-Star. 


‘team will advance. to the ASA Members of thé team. in- 

“oSkate Tournament ‘after’ clude Jamie Bramlett; De- 
oor “placing third! in the. District:I _Misha.Cropp; Michelle. Fant,.. 

; tournament last weekend. | ‘Leigh’ Fillingame, Leslie 


‘The local team participated . Hankins;.Keri Mathis, Hope 
‘.with 17 other clubs from « Myers, Brandi Parker, Karla. 
~~” South. Mississippi: They now South, Kristie Tucker and: Joy, 


"g6- on. to. the ‘state cham- Truslér: © - paScA is a cone 
-“Bionships along with District | The team’s coaches ‘are | GENEALY pee: 
-¥ rivals Stone County, Long. George Mathis, Ernest Cropp 50 NOT CIRS 6 


a Beach, and q’ Iberville... and ey econ 


To thé Snoits Editor" rn a 
. During the weekend ‘of June 
21-23, the District I 12-and-imder . 
and 18-and-under girls softball | 
tournament was held at.the™ 
Helena/Escatawpa league field. 
Through the efforts of involved’ 
| parents, the tournament was 
very suecessful. Many’ hours. 


out’ Peart the tournament 
Hopefully, wé can havere 
tinued positive: responses frony 
our: perents: in the uncon ef 
years. isi 
As director, for the District 


| wére spent in preparing the 


tournament before hand. Re: 
gistration of teams and team 


members, field preparation,” 


~ working in the concession stand, 


ballpark clean-up and the ac- 
quiring of umpires and 
scorekeepers was carried out in” 
a professional; efficient‘ manner.” © ~ 

anny, compliments were given’ Bh 


ASA. {2-and-under and: 18-and? 


under girls tournament and as'@. . _ 


Helena/ Escatawpa' league, re: 


presentative, I would like to take”. oc. 
_this opportunity: to thank each ® 
and. every. one of ‘you for a dob: 


well’ done. 03 4, ae 
.' . Ernest Cropp 5 fp 

4 10,004 Flintridge Ave 
: _f eseanonlhs Miss. 
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~Hyatt-Buxton 


. The approaching: marriage of. 


etonya Michelle Hyatt and 
‘James Wy Buxton, ‘both of 
~+ Helena; has been announced, ° 


_ The bride-elect is the deuchioe 
‘of Mr. and Mrs; Robert. Hyatt of. 


. Helena. Grandparents are 


> Louise Wells, and the late Fred °* 


” D. Wells; the late Mr. and Mrs. 
W.C. Hyatt and Mr. and Mrs. 
' ALL. Lemaitre. - 


Miss Hyatt is a 1990 graduate © 


: Of See ok 
: The 


7 the son of Mr. and Mrs. ‘Malcolae . 


‘Buxton Sr. : 
~ Grandparents are Mr. and Mrs." 


ospective ail is. 


A. Hicks of Helena and Jamés 
of Lucedale. 


Ralph MeBride, Corrine | 


-Carnnett. and.the late.Tom.Cor-. .. 


nnett. 4 
Mr. Buxton is a 1989 graduate _f 


of Moss Point High School and is 
- currently employed with Ingalls’ bake 
_ Shipbuilding... | 
Wedding vows will be- said hd 
June 29; 1991, at Ridglea Heights: | 
Baptist ‘Church in Escatawpa. | 
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Satgeees Bok yh Tg 


‘Miss Warrick, M 


Ks 
é 


. © The attendants wore’ floor-length.”: 
n- red“morie. taffeta dresses featiring a” 
i ‘large rhinestri¢ ‘button at the waist, 
“° Bach carri€d: half: a dozen long->' 
_.Stemmed: roses: accented: aie 
Christmas greenery. © 
~ Flower gitt was Crystal McRae. eS 


t 


- featured a: - high: neckline” with: an 
open yoke. of English netting and’: 
, long full sleeves; with insertions of 


lace and white beads {6 match the: . 
cake," Handmade satin wedditig bells’, 
draped with. white satin ibbon and. 


: _péarls and al a ary e satin, 
“tablecloths: and accented: with han 
"made satin wedding bells and can-* 4 
delabra, The centerpiece of the food 

AU, “table was. a 'pyramind ‘of apples: and 
a She wore 4 Fingertip ‘veil which - ivy. ; 
» featured. a forehead piece: of pearls. - , The | ridegrooms ‘table. was.” 
;- and: rhinestones trimmed. ‘with silk ‘decorated ‘With a white. floor-lerigiti.. 
c >.) lou Covered ‘with white face and.” 
< Cente ed. with a three-tiered choco. 


at the Basque waistline and extended : 
_ “in back t6.form her train: Insertions 
of | beaded lace and | sequins adorned 


1 Guests were served cake, Swedish. 


jate bake. Mixed nutsand calles also. 


were served. Mrs, Merry Dickersori, 
decoratéd-all of the tables. 5 


nieatballs, .ham. ‘and turkey. . 
sandwiches, cheeseball. with; crack-. 


ers, dipped pecans, mints, mixed 


nuts, pina colado punch. and coffee, 


“Turner, Judy Ard; Clara Smith, Janie: 


Serving ‘at. thé réception were * 
Yvonne Hubbard, Janie Jordan, Liz. 


Revette and Jewel Revette. ° 


Following the reception the canoe = 


_Teft by limousine for a honeymoon.» 


trip.to Gatlingburg; Tenn. Mr. and: | 
“MBS. sees will residé-in | Chato fae 
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ei mea | ae Ti% ; " of 
Mk“ MRS. WILLIAM LUCAS, J 


__ Three parties were given for Rhon- . Angela’ McRae,’ ‘Cliarlotte! Young, ; 
da Warrick, bride of lion (Bill) . Sierry: Revette, Fenny erie an 
Lucas, Jr. _ Maria Burgessi- fo 

a. mmiscellaritous bariver was “THe bride and oritop bai pene 
given Nov: 13 at the home of Bettye. °"m 


ny't beautiful and: useful gifts, An.. 
. Jean Henson. Other hostesses were. ; assortrtent of delicious finger foods, . 
_¥vonne Hubbard, Penny Schell; * mints, ‘mts ch and, Cotte: was: j 
Penny McDaniel, Merry Dickerson, * “servedi!. LASS, 
Mary ‘Ann Schell, Becky‘Odom, Sis... The home 66. the ‘rldbsgroom. 
Bell, Helen Carpenter, Carrie Mills, “mother, Linda Lucas, was thé ae 
Wilerie Quimby, Low Schell, Shir- + for the rice bag party. The party was 
Jey Turner; Arlene. Vest Cr and beet hosted by the: bridegroom's sister, | 
Sheffield. * Laurié Lucas. A delicioas assort- :| 
Many useful ‘gifts were received iw ‘ment of finger foods was ‘served and 
the bride and bridesgroom. An array". enjoyed by alk, 3 an ye 
of finer foods, mints, huts, punch and ; ‘ The rehearsal dinner was held at : 
cau was served. “ the Scott House on the evening prior. 
* Another: criszellaueous: bridak’ tothe weddirig and was hosted by the- 
awe was giveh Nov. 24 at the - / bridegroom’s parents. A; delicious 
State Line Baptist. Church. . The” assortment ‘of foods and. desserts’ 
shower was hosted by Myra Smith, : - were served and enjoyed by: all. 4 


a 


mf k Ba 
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trimmings were served and nette 
$10,283.89 for medical expens 
for Mrs. Traylor who has beéri DF « 
ue the past several months.: 
*. As said before, the citizenry o 
Chatom and Washington Coanty 
haye ‘reached..out.. again. ‘ta. help. 
someone in need. ; : 
Following is. her. message. to he 
friends:and loved ones: .- :- 
“T truly thankGod for all. the 
people of Washington and sur-... 
rounding. counties. I. can’t. find. ; 
the words to expldin how. much- 
you. all are appreciated. 


‘special thanks ‘to “Mr. and. i 
' William Wheat and Ms. ~~ 
Daisy ree for their untiring ef- .. 
forts. I truly thank each. and. 
everyone for their kindness that 
“was shown toward John and me. : 
For all the’ donations and time “haga our lives,’ 
that’ were spent on the benefit for. May God bless and bt ‘all-‘of 
mé, we thank you for that, and° us is my prayer and again. 
we mostly thank, you. for your” thanks to all of you and T love; 
‘prayers. Because without, God you. cain in Christ... 
and. prayer, we can’t do anything.” 


KATIE N, TRAYLOR 


So. those. of. you who. Know the 
f 
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‘Randsford | 
Richardson. 


ae ‘Randdiind Carl Richardson; “AT, a 
‘native of Columbus, Ga.,; and resi- 
‘dent of Aiken, S. L., died Dec, 24, | 
199 eet nent ater ba ht 

* ‘He is survived bya brother, EaVéy’ 
. Richardson of Satsuma, and a- sister, | 
Loretta Weninegar of. Oxford: 
°" Funeral service was held Dec. 30; 
‘at Bethel UME, with interment in: 
* Bethel Cemetery, with the Rev. Fred 
- West officiating.’ : 
>= Freeman Funeral’ Hom Of 
~ Citronelle’ was in, charge ‘of arrange: 
“menis. re v 
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|... JAMES GRAHAM WHEAT™... . 
: Son of Jimmy & Judy: Wheat was.1 year»: 
I old-on-October 12,1990. Grandparents: 
| are the late Guy & Cecil Wheat of Moss 
Point; Mona Rosson & the late: J.J. 
Rosson of Ocean Springs. . 
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= yet 


Ley Marqare? Iho. t Robert Crosby Riehardson 
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Eatling Higer| both ‘of Grand. Bag 
oné son, Ernest Cropp, Helena; one, 
brotlier; Vernon Cropp, Natchez; one 
sister; Mrs... Flora Lémetre, 
Escatawpa; and six: grandchildren. ..... 
--Visitation will be tonight front 510 
at. Radney- ‘Funeral. Home, Mobile, 
Ala., with services at.10 a.m. Tuesday. 
from Radney Funeral Home. = a 
i Arrangements by. snares Funers : 
Home, Mobile, Ala.? cao geee 
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nes; 
“Woodrow Richardson, Thomas © 
Bumpers and Edward. Richardson. 
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‘Elridge Murray ‘‘Buck’’ 
Wheat; 48,-3112 Wesley: “AVe? 
Pascagoula, died Thursday, 


“May 17; 1990; in “Pascagoula. 
Born June 2, 941, in Moss. Point, 
Mer. Wheat-was- employed: by 


Ingalls Shipbuilding” as a joiner 
in. Department: 17: Hew 


of ‘Oak Ridge; F 
parents, Mrz and 
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Mr, and Mrs. Lawrence Cullon Bates. (hee. ~ 
Robin Collené McDowell), 7141 Alfon Court, Theos | 
dore; girl, 6 Ibs. % ozs, 1:57 p.m, Aug. 29,' 1990. . 


3 : 
BO NOT CIRCULATE 
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PASCAGOUL 
GENEALCGY ¢ 
LES’ COLLECTION 
DO NOT circuare 


A LIBRARY 
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WHEAT ; 

Otis Brunis Wheat, 82, 3625 
Prentiss Ave., Moss Point, died 
Saturday, Oct. 31, 1992, in 
Pascagoula. He was born Dec. 6, 
1909, in Pearl River Co., Miss., 
and had lived in Jackson County 
for the past 50 years. Mr. Wheat 
was retired from the Payroll 
Department at -Ingalis 
Shipbuilding after 35 years. He 
was a member of the First 
Baptist Church in Moss Point 
and a member of the Men 

“Sunday School Class He was” 
preceded in death by a son, 
‘Eldridge Murray Wheat... 

: Survivors include his wife, 
‘Mrs. Estelle Wheat, Moss Point; 
-one daughter, Janet Marilyn 
‘Rebecca, Moss Point; two 
‘brothers, Dentson Wheat, 
‘Laurel, and Delton Wheat, 
Gulfport; one sister, Flossie 
Gunter; one granddaughter, 
Patricia Elaine Phipps, Atlanta, 
Ga.; and two grandsons, Ben- 
jamin Murray Wheat, Suffolk, 
Va., and Michael Rebecca, 
Pascagoula. 

Visitation will be Monday, 
Nov. 2, from 6-9 p.m..at 
Holder-Wells Funeral Home. 

Funeral service will be Tues- 
day, Nov. 3, at 10 a.m. at First 
Baptist Church in Moss Point. 

Interment will be in 
Machpelah Cemetery in 
Pascagoula. ; 

Arrangements by Holder- 
Wells Funeral Home, Moss 
Point. 
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 6, 1995 - _ . MOBILE REGISTER . 


Georgia Scarbrough. 
CHATOM, Ala. —-.Georgia-Mae | 
_ Scarbrough, a native of-South Caroli-- 
na and a: resident of Chatom, died_ 
Saturday, at a: facili 
‘She was a registered nufse and. a 
‘Member. of Springbank. Baptist” 
Church. Boece ee ce 
Survivors. are one son, Kenneth: | 
Rawlins of Texas; four daughters; “4 
Barbara Waddell, Elizabeth Clarke, i 
Patricia Crager and Christine. Fes-. 
cina, all of Chatom; thrée sisters, Vi-_ | 
ola Godvee of Savannah, Myrtle Fea-' | 
gin of Bath, S.C, and. Joyce Day of ~ 
Aiken, S.C; 17 grandchildren and 13° | 
great grandchildren. = ~ 0 os 
Visitation will be tonight from 6 
until 9 p.m. at’Lathan Funeral Home, 
Jackson. The funeral will be held. at 


k__Baptist 
Church. Interment will be in Laton 
Hill Cemetery. . = 


Page 44 of 76 


ian 


Pascagoula Public Library 
Genealogy & Local History Dept. 
Wheat Family 


. DIAMONDHEAD — = James Del 
Wheat, M.D., 61, died Tuesday, July 
-16, ses in Bay'St. Louis.” 

Dr. ‘Wheat was a native of Pueblo, 

-Colo., and served as a'captain‘in the 
U.S. Ariny. He retired from the stat 
of Florida as a medical consultant witi: 
the Office of Disability. and: Vocational . 
Rehabilitation. He received.a B.A. 
_degree from Southern Methodist Uni- 


versity in Dallas and an M.D: degree | 


from Tulane Medical School’ where he 
was a member of Phi K Meilical Fra- 
ternity. He was a fornier ment! ; 


ber of | 
St: Paul's Méthodis Church-in Talla 
hassee. and. a: member: of the . 
Diamo: xe 


r i ok 

& . Tallabassect" and two: ‘brothers Shela 

:, don Paul Wheat of Riesel; Texas; and 
_, Russell. Huntley: A Marlin, 
i Texas: “= ; 

A memorial” service’ will be’ held’ ‘atl 

: 11 a.m, Friday at Diamondhead. 

: ey Church in? Diamondhead” pty 


- mann Funeral.Home in Bay St: Louis‘ 
” to Culley and Sons Guardian Chapel iif 
', Tallahassee, for a graveside service! 
pat 4 p.m, Saturday ‘at. MeadowWood 


I Tollahasacer a hae 
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| 
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This is where the femily of Solomen Wheat,Sr. is buried. I 
don't know who the Ellicotts are unless she was a granddeughter. 

Sclomon “‘heat,Sr. is the father cf Hezekiah “heat born 12-11-1834 
cied 1-12-1895 married 5-6-1858 Sarah Margeret Roberts bern 3-18-1838 
died &-17-1896. They are the parents of Joseph P.(Chub) Wheat born 
1-27-1866 cied 12-9-193C, marriec Carrie Agnes Wainwright born 
16-26-1872 died 3-31-1947. They are buried in the Eetnel Methodist 
Church Cemetary. They were the ovarents of Lucy, Joe, EHegexiah, Herbert, 
Celeste, Clara, Helen, Charlotte, and Flla. 


Solomon Wheat,Sr. was married twice. Eis first wife was from 
St. Helena Perish, La. She died there shortly after they were 
married. Her name was Martha Ellen heat born 9-9-1507 died 5-5-1828, 
she tock a high fever on 5-4-1828 anda died the next day, they were 
married 3-21-1827. Her parents were Solomon Wheat born $-9-1770, 
died 8-29-1556 married 2-17- 1863 to Mary Sullivan no cate on her birth 
but she died 8-12-1845 from a fever. Marys parents were Thomas 
Sullivan and Margaret *##+--------- 
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This is the listings of the old cemetary in Escatawpa, Al., 
Wash. Co. where ‘iilliam Dixon(Deascn) Wainwright, his first wife, 
Mary Ann, two daughters, son, and grandson is buried, that I was 
telling you about on the phone. JI con't know who Sarah A. Eatley 
and George ¥. Batley are but they are buried between Mary A. Jay 
Cox--Wainwright and William Dixon Wainwright. I locked through the 
information that I have on the Wainwrights and Can't find her listed 
even aS a sister to l¥. -D. unless she had another name tesices Sarah, 


Villian D. Wainwright really has a large headstone. It stands 
about five feet tall, about two feet wide, and is at least twelve to 
fourteen inches thick. He end his wife-Mary fAnn are buried inside 
@ wrought iron picket fence. The children are outside the fence. 
There are markings in the srea where they are buried that could -be 
other graves, but it was grown wp so bad and a lot of trees were 
still laying over where the hurricane blew them down in 1979, there 
could have been markers under the trees that we couldn't get to. 


His second wife was Lucindy Virginia Pringle-Younge who was 
Carrie Agnes Wainwrights mother. Carrie married Joseph Penn (Chub) 
Wheat who are the parents of--lezekiah , Jucy, illa, Celeste, Clara, 
Joe, Charlotte, Willie Herbert, and Helen. 


Lucindy was at her caughter-late house in Hemphis Tenn. when 
she died. She was buried up there. 
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OLD ESCATAVPA CENPTARY 


William Brown 
11-25-1790 7-8-1867 


William Hargrove 

son of J.W.&Pauline Morris 
Born in Anson Co. N. C, 
1-22-1841 &-5-1910 


Isabella Prown 
vife of W.E. Morris 
1-21-1855 12-22-1932 


Benjamin F. Brown,Sr. 
11-1-1856 12-18-1925 


Elizabeth Walker 

wife of B.F. Brown,Sr. 
2-6-1858 4-19-1931 
Marked baby--no reading 


marked baby--no reading 


Kirby Lyles Smith 
8-21-1875 | 2-2-1951 


Fletcher N. Stanley 
12-18-1888 3-25-1918 


Kirby Lyles Smith,Jr. 
4-11-1912 12-23-1927 


William Franklin Smith 
16-25-1615 16-12-1916 


Clanton A. 
son of K.Le&A. lt. Smith 
8-13-1902 8 -25-19C4 


1 marked but unreadable 
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CHEAT CRMMPARY 
located on Solomon Wheat, Sr. homestead, 


erty is behing Charles Wheats house on ka 


the pron- 
ye Suiths 


dand off highway 435, first dirt roed on lett after 
passing the rest area and crossing bridge golug 


south, Wagarville, Al. Wash, Co, 


This is how the vraves are, in order row 1 no.l in 


picture is the same as row 1 no, 1 in listing. 
[cee 
| 
f ] é t i ; j 
Mig | i ee 
| : 
( Oh. ae ae } : P neha 4 
ke ths t [J te - tf se f f 
; Hp (PS. ae : i 
if dpa pelea ger a ‘4A, 
Sou 1} a | care: 
-H. wid 
Row 1 
1. ~Solomon heat,Sr.(inown as Big Sol)3-28-1860 1-10-1878 
2. sllen Byrne Dunn “heat 12~5-1617 &- 16-1865 
3. Arabella Wheat 10-16-1854  1U-29-1864 
he. Nancy Dovey Wheat 2-25-1859 = 10-2.-1864 
5. Thomas “heat 1G~16-184,4 8-21-1862 
6. Elmira,wife of ‘im. ». Connerly Ui-28-1645 12-16-1694 
7. Wm. bP. Connerly-husband of Elusirea & Cornelia Yheat 
served 4 yrs, of nis life in Conf. Army 4-4-1641 2-11-1911 
8. Cornelia Wheat Connerly * 2-23-1857 12-16-1936 
Row 2 
1, Margaret Wheat g-1-1841 3-28-1899 
2. Mary Wheat a 2- &-1848 1e- 6-1936 
3, 1 sunken unmarked grave(possibly Solomon Wheat,Jr. born 11-16-1839 
died 10-25-1846) 
he We. M,. Dunn 9-28-18 35h G- 5-1922 
5. Susan Frances Wheat Dunn,wife of 6=- 4-18456 4-23-1901 
We M. Dunn ; 
6. Wm. Ingram Conerly 3-27-1908 7- 9-1920 
7. ‘Wm. Lenton Conerly Fn 27-1875 3-17-1926 
Row 3 
1. Oscar S. Ellicott 188? 1946 
2. Mary D, Ellicott 1886 1936 
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ROY WHEAT AND WILLIE MCBRIDE 


Prologue 


I began writing local history books in 1982. In 1985 Murella Hebert 
Powell, Genealogical Librarian of the Biloxi Public Library, and I 


completed Mississippi Gulf Coast: Portrait of a People. The following 
year I wrote Hurricanes of the Mississippi Gulf Coast. In producing those 


two works I encountered four topics that I felt warranted video 
documentaries. These were: 


Henry Jetton Tudury (completed 1988) 
Methodist Campmeetings (completed 1989) 
Beauvoir (completed 1991) 
Mississippi Soldiers Killed-in-Action 


In 1982 just after I started writing I began walking through 
cemeteries. Never before had I realized what remarkable storehouses of 
history they were. Not only do cemetery grave markers give a short 
biography of each person in them, they are also often the only remaining 
vestige of an extinct town or settlement. The Mississippi Panhandle has 
lots of boomed and busted logging towns and rare, indeed, is the cemetery 
that fails to contain at least one (and usually several) soldiers killed- 
in-action. Many times the place of death is given as this one in the Pass 
Christian Live Oak Cemetery: 


Edward G. W. Butler, Jr. 
Major 11th La. Vols. 
Born June 3, 1829 
Killed at the Battle of Belmont (Missouri) Nov. 7, 1861 


Major Butler, member of a prominent family related to George and Martha 
Washington is likely the only KIA shipped back to the coast during the 
Civil War. I don't know for certain. In that same cemetery eighty yards 
away is: 


Cecil Roy Ruddock 
Seaman Ist Class U. S. Navy 
World War IT 
Aug. 24, 1919 Dec. 7, 1941 


No place of death is given, but the death date conjures up images of 
rising sun flags and zeroes diving on unsuspecting battleships at 8:00 
a.m. on that infamous Sunday morning at Pearl Harbor. I do not know if 
Cecil Roy Ruddock is actually in the grave or if he is perhaps entombed 
with hundreds of his shipmates in the U.S.S. Arizona. I would like to 
know. 
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I could not see how in the world that Orville Carver could actually 
be in that grave in the Poplarville City Cemetery. But he is. 


Robert Orville Carver 
May 30, 1896 
Sept. 5, 1918 
Enlisted in the U. S. Navy April 18, 1917 
Lost his life on the U.S.S. Mt. Vernon 
When torpedoed by a German 
submarine two hundred miles off the French Coast 


I assumed he must still be in the sunken U.S.S. Mt. Vernon, but it 
did not sink. The torpedo struck amidships killing Orville and several 
others. The surviving crew patched the hole and managed to sail the 
Mt. Vernon back to a French port. Orville's body arrived back in the same 
rail depot he had departed from. Ruth Clark, Orville's sister, nearing 
age ninety when I interviewed her in 1989, told me that her mother visited 
Orville's grave every day for twenty-five years until her own death. She 
also told me that the day Orville and the others left the depot to go to 
war an elderly white haired gentleman stood by the platform and wept. "I 
was only 17 and timid and had never seen a man cry. I couldn't help 
thinking he was one of the old Civil War veterans and he had seen all this 
before." 


The New Orleans Times, Wednesday, June 6, 1866, contained a letter to 
the editor from "a Mississippian" which states: 


It was my fortune...at Bay St. Louis, on Wednesday last 
(May 30, 1866) to attend the funeral obsequies of Lieut. 
L. M. Jones whose mortal remains had been transported 
hither by his bereaved parents from then temporary 
resting place, the field of Franklin, Tenn., for final 
internment, in the family burying ground. 


Myself and others became intrigued with finding that grave. Years 
passed. We searched family burial grounds all over Hancock County. In 
time we figured out his name had to be Sones and not Jones. At last one 
day I walked up to a stone in a family plot in Bay St. Louis Cemetery 
which read: 


Lott M. Sones 
Nov. 30, 1864 


On November 30, 1864 Confederate General John Bell Hood, in a fit of 
sublime idiocy sent his legions across an open field straight into the 
Federal guns dug in by the Carter House on the edge of Franklin, 
Tennessee. Over 2,000 Confederates, including five generals died. 
Mississippi lost the most men---444. Lt. Lott Sones, Co. H, 3rd 
Mississippi Regiment was one of them. I know of only two other 
Confederate soldiers brought back here after the war, and they had died in 
Jackson of disease. 
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Sometimes men are marked who never came back. This legend appears on 
a stone in the Biloxi Cemetery: 


Sgt. Charles L. Baudry 
Co. I, 16th Inf. 


KIA 
Meuse-Argonne 
Oct. 4, 1918 


Grave No. 191 
Sect. 2, Plot 4 
Argonne American Cemetery 
Romane-Sous-Montfaucon 
Dept of Meuse, France 


I copied that one on a piece of paper many years ago in the hope that 
someday I could go see the real grave. On June 3, 1992, I made it. When 
I drove into the cemetery I extracted the piece of paper from my wallet 
and told Superintendent Gene Dellinger that I was looking for the graves 
of all Mississippi soldiers but Baudry's in particular--his being the only 
one I was certain was there. He had difficulty finding Baudry, and when 
he did the grave was listed under Missouri. As Sons of Confederate 
Veterans Graves Registration Officer for Mississippi I have encountered 
this many times before. I send off forms clearly marked Mississippi 
Infantry and the stone comes back cut "Missouri" Infantry. When I was 
ordering stones for the Missouri soldiers killed-in-action at Port Gibson, 
some of them came back cut "Mississippi". Well, I can say that 
Mississippi-Missouri soldiers need to be crosschecked very carefully. The 
fact remains that Charles Baudry, whose name is the first one on top of 
the Biloxi War Monument and who has a stone in Biloxi City Cemetery, is 
buried under a Missouri stone in the Meuse-Argonne American Cemetery. 


When I walk through a cemetery in the Mississippi Panhandle I always 
have a camera loaded with slide film. I shoot all Mexican War Stones, all 
Civil War Stones and all Spanish-American War Stones. The Spanish- 
American War, combat-wise, was much like an 1898 version of Desert Storm. 
America lost only a few hundred men in battle, but a total of 11,000 died 
(mostly of disease). This short war, which took only 10 weeks to win, 
posted the worst ratio of non-combat deaths to killed-in-action in 
American history--a horrendous 12 or 15 to 1. The ratio in the Civil War 
was about 6 to 1 in a total of 600,000 dead. 


One of these Spanish-American War deaths by disease lies today in the 
Biloxi Cemetery. 


Emile Tremmel 
Born 
in New Orleans 
Dec. 11, 1868 
Died at Chickamauga 
Nat'] Park, GA. Aug. 25, 1898 
A Member of 
Co. D Ist Miss. Regt. 
U. S. Volunteers 
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That gave me a start the first time I saw that. How on earth did a 
Spanish-American War soldier wind up dying in a Civil War National Park? 
Because Chickamauga was the nation's first Civil War park, the government 
had owned the land since the early 1890s and pressed it into service as a 
training ground for the Spanish-American War. More men died there than 
from Spanish bullets in Cuba. 


The government continued to use those parks as training grounds at 
least up to World War I. Henry Jetton Tudury of Bay St. Louis trained for 
the Western Front in the Devil's Den at Gettysburg. I have a picture to 
prove it. 


Beginning with World War I, I make slides only of killed-in-action 
soldiers graves. The large numbers of graves of veterans of World War I, 
World War II, Korea and Vietnam make it impossible to do otherwise. 


Sometimes this pays off in a big way. On November 11, 1987, at 3 
p.m. after class I returned to my office to find an elderly gentleman from 
Franklinton, Louisiana, named Daunton Gibbs waiting for me. He told me he 
had come to Perkinston to the post office seeking directions to a 1946 
rural route address. He had a letter that had been written to him by the 
mother of Sgt. Woodrow Wilson Reeves in 1946 informing him that Woodrow's 
body had been returned and buried. She did not give the name of the 
church or the cemetery. 


Daunton had trained with Woodrow, but after basic they had been sent 
to different theaters of War. Daunton served in the Pacific. Woodrow had 
died in the Battle of the Bulge. Then recently retired when he came to 
me, Daunton had resolved to find Woodrow's grave and pay his final 
respects. He said he did not care how long it took. He would spend all 
the time necessary. I told him that though Perkinston was a small village 
the rural routes run for many miles in every direction encompassing a huge 
area dotted with likely a hundred small family cemeteries. I called the 
post office. No answer. 


Daunton said, "It was closed when I got here.” 


Then I looked at my calendar and said, "Did you pick Armistice Day to 
make this journey?" He said he did not realize it was Armistice Day. I 
had missed it, too. I said, "How did you find me?" 


He replied, "I went in Taylor's General Store and asked if anyone in 
the area knew about soldier's graves." 


I knew one of my students worked there and he knew I knew about 
soldiers graves as he had seen a lot of slides of stones in class. So I 
told Daunton about my KIA slide boxes, and we went up to my classroom. As 
I set up the projector I said to him, "If I ever saw it I would have shot 
it because I would have recognized the date of the Battle of the Bulge, 
but very likely I've never been anywhere near it. So sit down and get 
ready because you are about to see hundreds of KIA stones." The 25th slide 
in box number one read: 
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Woodrow W. Reeves 
Mississippi 
Staff Sgt. Cavalry 
World War II 
Feb. 14, 1915 Dec. 18, 1944 


I don't know which of us was the most stunned. Daunton Gibbs was in Hunt- 
Whittington Cemetery in extreme eastern Stone County before nightfall on 
the first day of his quest. And November ll--now called Veteran's Day-- 
what a day to find Woodrow. 


I have thousands of slides of tombstones, and only about 40 percent 
of them are military related. I shoot any stone that strikes my fancy-- 
old stones, artistic stones, stones with strange epitaphs, stones of 
people that I know from my research. 


My interest in tombstones led to my "Stories on Stone” project for 
the students in my classes. For more than a decade my students have been 
sent forth to write down all the inscriptions on all the stones in small 
cemeteries, but sometimes crews of them do a large cemetery. They are 
paid for this in extra credit points in my class. The 3 x 5 cards they 
produce are filed in the Biloxi Public Library. This is a valuable 
contribution to the genealogists of this area because they can find 
information they could never locate and also they avoid fire ants, black 
widow spiders and snakes. My students are encouraged to do their work in 
the dead of winter in order to avoid these, too, as much as possible. 


But the main value of the "Stories on Stone" project is to put the 
students in touch with those who have gone on before--many of whom are 
literally their direct ancestors. It makes a real impression on the 
students when they see actual evidence of the toll of the Yellow Fever 
Epidemics of 1853, 1858 and 1878. Death dates in the fall of 1918 begin 
to mean '"Meuse-Argonne" and "Western Front". A stone with a death date of 
June 6, 1944, means the Normandy Invasion. (We have a lot of D-Day dead 
in this area for some reason.) It is particularly meaningful to the 
students when they see by the birthdates on stones that many of the 
soldiers of all these wars were their own age when they died. 


The "Stories on Stone" project is restricted to the area from the 
3lst Parallel in the north to the barrier islands in the south; from the 
Pearl River in the west to the Alabama line in the east. That area is the 
Mississippi Panhandle. It contains basically six counties. At present 
these are: Pearl River, Hancock, Stone, Harrison, George and Jackson. 

The 3ist Parallel is about where Black Creek crosses Highway 49. Until 
1989 or so a Magnolia Marker stood on the exact line where it crossed the 
neutral ground just south of Black Creek, but somebody has stolen it. 


My two books are about the Mississippi Panhandle, so that's the 
region I want stones from. Well, I have to stop it somewhere. 


The French came to this region in 1699. The first funeral I can find 


an account of was that of Fort Maurepas Commandant Sauvole on Aug. 22, 
1701. He died of yellow fever and was buried near the fort in what is now 
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Ocean Springs. Likely his grave was marked by a board long since 
crumbled. We have no native stone here. The earliest Panhandle stone I 
have ever found is in the Biloxi Cemetery. 


Ci Git 
Michel Batet 
Natif de Marseille 
decede le 19 Mai 1811 
a l'age de 34 ans 


The next oldest stone in the Panhandle that I have ever seen is that 
of seven-year-old Cathagenia B. Lenoir in the Pearlington Cemetery who 
died June 18, 1823. Stones became more plentiful in the 1830's and then 
rather common after the 1840's--but only on the coastline, not up in the 
backwoods. The earliest stones all came by sea from New Orleans or 
Mobile. Up in the Piney Woods there are not a lot of stones until the 
1890's when Sears-Roebuck started selling them and they could come by 
rail. Besides there were very few people in the backwoods until the 
railroads came. 


For over ten years I have offered a whopping 100 extra points for any 
single stone anywhere in the Mississippi Panhandle that can beat a death 
date of May 19, 1811. Many have tried; all have failed. Birthdates don't 
count--only the Death date. I don't know where Michel Batet was for the 
34 years of his life, but I know where he was on May 19, 1811. He is 
there still. 


Sure--a lot of people died here between 1699 and 1811, but either 
they were marked with a board that has rotted away or their stones have 
sunken into the soft soil. 


The oldest stone in the whole state of Mississippi that I have ever 
seen is in my home town of Natchez in Foster Mound Cemetery. The grave is 
that of William Gilmore who died in 1796. I have never seen but one other 
18th century stone and that is in Jefferson County near Fayette. Richard 
Harrison died Dec. 29, 1799, a mere three days before the new century. 
There is a stone in Alcorn County to a Noah Glidewell who died in January 
1795 but he died in Virginia and never entered Mississippi. The stone is 
very new likely erected in his memory by a modern descendent. 


But the whole point of the 100 bonus points is that a May 19, 1811 
death date has to be beaten in the Panhandle. I know they can beat it in 
New Orleans, Mobile, Peking and Paris. 


So I have gone around the world to make a point about Roy Wheat. I 
didn't intend to do it, but that is not unusual for me. However I think 
you can now appreciate more fully what now is going to do down. If you 
have managed to wade this far--here it comes. 


But wait!! I forgot one thing. I originally intended to make a 
video documentary highlighting the life of one or two Mississippi soldiers 
killed-in-action in every American War beginning with the Mexican War. So 
that means seven wars (Mexican war, Civil War, Spanish-American War, World 
War I, World War II, Korea and Vietnam) and perhaps double that number of 
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KIAs. Not a good idea. How did I ever expect to illustrate such a thing? 
And, even if I could have, it would have been nothing more than a 
cavalcade of death with no time to really get to know any of them. But I 
had data and had found relatives of one of two KIAs in every one of those 
wars EXCEPT VIETNAM. Now that always did strike me as strange. Sure, I 
had plenty of slides of tombstones of KIA Vietnam soldiers, but I had 
never been able to make contact with their families. I had certainly 
tried. When the burial of those two Mexican War soldiers who had washed 
out of the soil on Greenwood Island (at Pascagoula) was held at Biloxi 
National Cemetery on November 11, 1989, I was there. I gave my card to 15 
Vietnam veterans who were also there and asked them to put me in touch 
with just one Vietnam KIA family. I never got a call. 


ROY WHEAT 


In school term 1988-1989 a student came into my office with a 
snapshot of a gravestone. Really it was only a section of a gravestone 
very likely a pedestal. On this in crude numbers was cut: 


1771 
117 


On the back of the photograph was a sketch map that looked like this: 


fe ve 


ao. 


8 
i 


This student was not then nor ever a member of one of my classes. I 
do not know his name. He gave me the photograph and asked me to please go 
take a look at this old stone because it was "dated" 1771. Though he was 
not in my classes he had heard about my search for the oldest stone. I 
looked at the photograph and suspected that these crude cuttings were not 
dates but probably only stone quarry inventory numbers. I figured they 
designated stone number 1,771, cut in lot 117 or something like that. I 
knew for sure that this piece of marble had not been in Mississippi in 
1771 nor more than a handful of Europeans to mark for that matter. On top 
of that this piece of rock was 50 miles away and far above Black Creek. 
Being above Black Creek alone did not disqualify it because I would have 
paid 100 points in a heartbeat for a 1771 death date in Mississippi 
anywhere. I have never told my students that, but I would pay it. But 
since this fellow was not one of my students, he was ineligible for the 
prize. I told him that. He said he did not want anything except that I 
go see that stone. 
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I thanked him for the picture, but I did not tell him that I had no 
intention of every going on that wild goose chase. He intended that I go. 
He came every week or two for a year asking had I been yet. The answer 
was always, "No, but I try to get around to it." The picture lay on a 
shelf and periodically fell off on the floor. Once it fell in the trash 
can and I considered leaving it there, but I felt he would get me if I 
did. He came by to tell that me had finished his course work and was 
leaving. The last thing he said was, "You must go see that stone." When 
he left I started to pitch that photograph, but it had become a permanent 
fixture so I just left it there on the shelf where it had been so long. 


In February 1990 I asked my campus Vice-President, Dr. Clyde 
Strickland to place on the March 1990 Board of Trustees agenda the request 
that approval be granted to do two final Magnolia Series Videos--one on 
Beauvoir and one on Mississippi Soldiers KIA. 


I was ready to begin either of them, but I would have chosen the KIA 
one if only I could get a Vietnam KIA family connection. In early March I 
resolved to go to any Vietnam KIA grave and make concentric circles around 
the cemetery until I found the family. I knew I could do it that way, and 
if I had ever made contact I would never have backed off the one I found. 


On Thursday, March 11, 1990, Tom Miller, a friend of mine from 
Saucier came to my office. That in itself is not particularly noteworthy 
except that he had not come by in several years. 


He asked me what I was up to and I said, "Well, believe it or not I 
was just trying to find a Mississippi soldier killed-in-action in 
Vietnam." 


He said, "Funny you should mention that. Just the other day I found 
the grave of a Marine killed in Vietnam. He got the Medal of Honor." 


I replied, "I never thought about medals, but a Medal of Honor 
recipient would certainly be a good one to profile. Do you know his 
family?" 


Tom said, "No, but his name is Roy Wheat and since its a small 
cemetery way out in the country, they ought to be close by." 


"How did you find it," I asked. 


He replied, "It was strange. I was driving down I-59 from Laurel to 
Hattiesburg and on a whim exited at Moselle to go by Eastabutchie just 
south of there. I wanted to go up the old road by the Eastabutchie store 
to Leaf River where I used to go when I was a student at USM in the early 
60's. I turned by the store and pretty soon I passed the little cemetery 
on the right on the way to the river. I stopped because now there is a 
big monument in it that was not there the last time I was. It has a tall 
flag pole beside it with the flag flying from it. The monument has got a 
dozen medals inscribed on it including the Medal of Honor. But its even 
better than that. A day or so later I went in a book store and found a 
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book on the Vietnam Medal of Honor. Roy Wheat is the only one from 
Mississippi that got that medal in that war." 


What can I say? I was all ears. I gave Tom a piece of paper and a 
pencil and asked him to draw me a map. I watched as he drew and suddenly 
the skin on my arms prickled and all the hairs stood up. I reached across 
Tom to the shelf and got that photograph, turned it over to the map on the 
back and said, "Looks the same doesn't it?" 


He said, "You told me you had never been to this cemetery." 
I said, "That's right, but I sure will be going now." 


I showed him the photograph and he said, "That old rock is over in 
the bushes about a hundred feet from Roy Wheat's grave but I don't think 
that that 1771 number is a date." 


I said, "Neither do I but I think somebody has been trying to tell me 
something. I think you just made it crystal clear." 


On the following Sunday, I opened the Hattiesburg phone book and 
found only two Wheats in the Moselle area. I missed on the first and 
connected on the second. J. C. Wheat, Roy's father, answered and I told 
him I wanted to profile his son as part of a video documentary. I told 
him I realized he might not want to talk about it but if he ever did to 
give me a call. 


He said, "What about today?” 


At 3:30 my wife, Jane, and I knocked on his front door. He took us 
over to the cemetery at Estabutchie three miles south of his place. I saw 
Roy's grave, and I found that 1771 rock over in the bushes. 


Back at the Wheat home I told J. C. and Stella, Roy's mother, that I 
believed their son wanted his story told. By the time we left several 
hours later, they had given me all 129 of Roy's letters and all the 
pictures and documents concerning him that they had. Stella even gave a 
letter she had been carrying in her purse for years. Stella was very ill. 
I was never to see her again. 


We loaded everything in my truck, I gave Mr. Wheat my card and said, 
"T am a stranger to you and yet I have every momento of your son that you 
possess." 


He said, "Roy told me before he left to go to Vietnam that if he went 
down he would go down one of the big ones. In order to live with his 
death, my wife and I had to make up our minds that he did what he wanted 
to do and we think he wants his story told, too." 


As we went up the now dark road and passed the cemetery on the way to 
I-59, our lights caught the flag fluttering over Roy's grave. Jane got 
really spooked and I said, "Don't worry about it. We have a Medal of 
Honor recipient on the other side who wants his story told and we are 
going to do it for him." 
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On March 21 the Board of Trustees approved Magnolia Series No. 3 -- 
Beauvoir. That happened because in my request to Dr. Strickland, I had 
listed Beauvoir first. I did not mean for that to be a ranking, but that 
is what happened. That turned out to be a godsend because it gave me the 
time I needed. 


So I started on Beauvoir and Roy Wheat simultaneously. Jane typed 
all 129 letters over the coming weeks and she cried a lot. I wrote all the 
Marines named in Roy's letters and called all the phone numbers in the 
documents sent after his death. 


$ I phoned Roy's Sergeant, Ernie Baringer in Elkton, Maryland. On 
August 18, 1990, he flew at his own expense to Gulfport. The next day 
Winfred "Monty" Moncrief, the college's Director of Publicity, and I 
interviewed him in front of Roy's grave. Ernie met J.C., but Stella was 
in the hospital. She died a year later. 


In January 1991, I, like millions of others stayed glued to the TV 
news watching Desert Shield turn into Desert Storm. On January 21, I saw 
a Marine General on ABC Evening news talking to his troops in the desert 
on the eve of battle. This is the gist of what he said to them. 


Nobody ever shared with me the things that would 
have made it easier for me to have done the job that 
I had to do in combat so I vowed to God that if I 
survived the tours in Vietnam that I would never pass 
up the opportunity to talk to warriors about combat 
leadership. 


I have to tell you-~Marines don't fight for their 
country, they don't fight for the Marine Corps. They 
don't fight for apple pie, motherhood, Sally Lou or 
Lost Overshoe, Iowa. They fight for their buddies. 
They fight for their buddies. 


And love is what you use in order to overcome the 
feelings of fear which are natural. Sometimes I got to 
really prompt guys and I saw what--what will cause a 
woman, a mother to run out, 98 pounds, pick up an 
automobile off her child? Love. What will cause a 
Marine to jump on a hand grenade killing himself in 
order to save his fellow Marines? Love. 


I called to Jane and said, "Hey, there is a Marine General in here 
talking about Roy Wheat, and I am going to have to find him." 


I called ABC Evening News sometime later and told the woman who 
answered that I had to find that general. She said a lot of people had 
called about him, but his name was not used in the report. For nine 
months off and on as I worked on the Beauvoir video, I called Marine bases 
all over the nation describing that speech. I told them he must have been 
from Iowa because of that statement in his speech. He said "Lost 
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Overshoe, Iowa''--that was like a Mississippi general saying ''Hot Coffee, 
Mississippi." 


October 1, 1991, I called the Headquarters of the U. S. Marine Corps 
in the Pentagon in Washington D.C. I secured the name and address of the 
Director of Public Affairs--Brigadier General Thomas Draude. I wrote him 
a letter describing the speech. I still have the answering machine tape 
he called me back on. It was him! I had written the letter to the 
general I was looking for! He was laughing. He said he would do all he 
could for us. 


I took Roy Wheat's picture out of the file and said, "Boy oh boy, you 
are something aren't you? Now you got to get us some combat footage." 


I wrote to General Draude, and he cut loose an avalanche of Marine 
Corps combat film from Norton Air Force Base, California. The head 
researcher out there said it was all free since it was for the good of the 
Marine Corps, but I would have to pay the shipping. But when I tried to 
pay it some weeks later, he said to forget about it. 


I calibrated combat tape for 10 days, 14 hours a day over the 
Christmas holidays 1991 matching it to Roy's letters. In January 1992, 
Monty started pressuring me to ask General Draude to narrate the 
documentary. I refused. I told him that I just could not put the General 
on the spot like that. 


Meanwhile, Lt. Col. James L. Vance, the Marine Corps Media Director 
in General Draude's office, was trying to get us that speech from ABC 
Evening News. They refused to let us use it. By the way, Lt. Col. Vance 
has relatives in Pascagoula and he did all he could to help us. 


I just had to have that speech because it was the key to the whole 
production. At last with my back to the wall I got out Roy's picture and 
said, "OK, Roy you are going to have to get God to help us again." I 
called Lt. Gol. Vance and told him I hated to ask this but could General 
Draude repeat the speech in front of a camera? He said yes. Then I took 
a really deep breath and said, "Well, can he just narrate the whole 
documentary?" 


He replied, "Let me get back to you." 


That was a long night. Next day he called me and said General Draude 
would do it. I sent the script, Lt. Col. Vance recorded General Draude if 
the Pentagon and sent us the narration tape. 


Now we needed "Roy's voice." We actually have five minutes or so of 
Roy's voice that was sent home from Vietnam on a reel to reel tape. I 
played this for one of my honor students named Michael DeViney. Michael 
is from Hattiesburg where Roy was born and was very active in our theater 
department here. He listened to the tape and then he read Roy's letters 
into another tape machine. I played the tape for Monty and held my 
breath. Monty is very exacting. Everything has to be just so. That is 
why these Magnolia Series tapes are so good. He founded the Series and he 
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is the quality control. He listened for a while and said, "We could never 
beat this. Michael sounds a lot like Roy." 


Now I had to get Roy's favorite song, ''The Green Green Grass of 
Home."' I also wanted his second favorite, "500 Miles Away From Home." 
The "500 miles"' owners in New York told me I had to send them $500 just to 
get to talk to them, and then they would add some extra thousands we had 
to pay later. Well, that shot that. 


Bloodied but unbowed I called Tree Publishing in Nashville and came 
out with everything I had. I told that lady I had a KIA Medal of Honor 
Marine down here who had to have that song. She said it would cost us. I 
told her, "we don't have a small budget--we don't have NO budget." Then I 
told her all about Roy and the student with the photo of the 1771 stone 
and Tom Miller, and she said we could distribute it free, play it on local 
TV free, but if Mississippi Educational Television played it, they would 
owe her $50.00". Well, what can I say? 


It took me six months of the dangest bushwhacking you ever saw to 
give the Beauvoir production to ETV free. I figured I didn't have world 
enough and stamina to get them to play Roy Wheat, but if I did I figured I 
could get $50.00 up for them. 


Now I had to get somebody to play and sing "The Green Green Grass of 
Home."' I figured I'd never get to Tom Jones so I went for it when Alana 
Smith, another of my students, told me about Pocket Songs, Inc. in 
Irvington, New York. They had the music. So I said, "Roy, this is the 
last battle," and I called them. It went on for days of "no" and "maybe 
so." I told them the whole story--the photo, Tom Miller, General Draude-- 
all of it. They gave us the music. 


I have not told it all here. I just hit the high points. There was a 
lot more. I had to find two officers who were with Roy the day he died. 
I found one of them right off. The other one I could not find. Then one 
day I got a letter from the one I did find. He bumped into the other one 
in a PX in the Phillippines after 25 years. What can I say? 


There were some defeats. We did all we could, but we could not 
locate the two Marines whose lives Roy saved. We had Representative G. V. 
"Sonny" Montgomery's and Senator Trent Lott's offices try to locate Lance 
Corp. Vernon Sorenson of California and Lance Corp. Bernard Cannon of 
Chicago. They had letters sent to their last known addresses, but nothing 
ever happened. 


In May 1992, as soon as the term ended, Jane and I flew to France 
because there was one more thing I had to do--not just for Roy Wheat but 
all the "Roy Wheats". I had to find Willie McBride in the "Green Fields 
of France." 


The vast resources of this college were well used in this Roy Wheat 
production, but so far as an actual extra expense, one check and one check 
only was written--for $150.00. This was written to AP Wide World Photos 
for two pictures of the two Marines whose lives Roy saved. I spent $12.98 
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for the cartridge Pocket Songs sent. I read them a credit card number 
because I wanted that tape just as quickly as I could get it. 


Then I went and blew 4 to 5 thousand dollars of my own money looking 
for Willie McBride because God willed it. Actually, to find Willie cost 
only about half that, but to get Jane to hold still for a week in France 
and Belgian cemeteries and battlefields, I figured I better reciprocate 
with 10 days in London shops. 


THE SEARCH FOR WILLIE MCBRIDE 


Someone once said, "Nobody ever wrote a good anti-war song because we 
still have wars." That may be true, but the best one written yet is 
called "The Green Fields of France". 


In 1984 I heard an Irish band, called the Celtic Folk, in New Orleans 
play a heart-rending ballad called "And the Band played Waltzing Matilda." 
It is the story in music of the bloody slaughter of the ANZACS (Australia-~ 
New Zealand Army Corps) by the Turks on the Gallipoli Peninsula in World 
War I. The Celtic Folk told me a Scot-Australian folksinger named Eric 
Bogle had written it. I figured he had been an ANZAC in the battle and 
was long dead. They just don't write songs like that these days. A year 
later after Jane and I were married I took her to New Orleans to hear the 
song. But there was a different band there called Innisfree, and they did 
not know the song. So I asked them if they knew one like it. They 
replied, "We have one we think you might like." When they finished 
singing ''The Green Fields of France" I felt like I had been kicked in the 
stomach. I told them I would have to someday illustrate that song for my 
classes. They said it was fine with them but that I had better ask Eric 
Bogle for permission to use the words because he wrote the song. 


When it dawned on me that the same balladeer had written both songs 
and both of them were about World War I, I exclaimed, “You mean he is 
still alive!l!??" 


They said, "Yes, he lives in Australia." 


Well, gee whiz, how was I going to locate a singer half a world away? 
For years, haunted by "The Green Fields of France," I collected a picture 
here and there and had my students make drawings to illustrate the song. 


Then, one day I called the Australian Embassy in Washington. This 
lady with a lovely Australian accent answered. (I love to hear 
Australians talk). I told her I was beginning the search for a needle in 
a haystack. She asked me who I was looking for. I said a singer named 
Eric Bogle. She said, "I have a friend who has his address, she'll call 
tomorrow." She did. 


I wrote Eric Bogle and told him he had penned the musical equivalent 


of the immortal literary masterpiece, All Quiet on the Western Front and 
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could I please illustrate it. He said yes. I asked him to tell me how he 
came to write this magnificent song. (I also told him that at the age of 
49 I had never asked a performer for an autographed picture but would he 
please send one. He did.) Here is an excerpt from his letter dated May 
11, 1991. 


There is a Willie McBride buried out there somewhere in 
France. J know because I met his grandson. But I did 
not base the song on an actual grave. The name McBride 
I chose because it was identifiably Irish, and at the 
time I wrote the song, because of the troubles in Ulster, 
there was a strong anti-Irish feeling abroad in many 
countries, especially Britain. I used the name as a 
gentle reminder to many that thousands of Irish soldiers 
died in WWI fighting on our side. Its a point that many 
fail to recognize. But Willie is out there somewhere, 
amongst all the other thousands of slaughtered boys. 


Then he added: 


I will be in the USA on tour next year, my 4th tour to 
your country. I doubt I will be playing in Mississippi. 
I haven't before. I think the closest I'll get is New 
Orleans. 


Jane and I were front row center on May 13, 1992, when he went on 
stage in New Orleans. When he introduced "No Man's Land" which was his 
original title for "The Green Fields of France", he said a visit to a 
small British cemetery in France in 1975 gave him his original 
inspiration. After the performance I told him Jane and I were going to 
find Willie in the first week of June. 


I do not know how I expected to find Willie McBride among a million 
dead, and, just at the last minute, I realized I could call the British 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission office in London and ask where he was. 
I called the afternoon before I left, but they were closed for some 
British holiday. So I called their office in Ottowa, Canada, and got a 
fellow named Brad Hall on the phone. He said it was 30 minutes to closing 
time but he would get back to me. Thirty minutes later he called and told 
me that the only Canadian one was Corp. W. C. McBride in Vis~en-Artois 
Cemetery near Haucourt, France. I told him I'd be seeing that grave. 


I know now the origin of the phrase "La Belle France" for it is 
beautiful. The whole country looks like it is manicured. I had been to 
France in 1971 but only to Paris, and the Vietnam war was in progress and 
Americans were not welcome. But out in the provinces this time the people 
could not have been nicer--except when they get in a car. The speed limit 
is 130 kilometers per hour (about 75-80 mph), but only tourists from south 
Mississippi drive that slowly. 


And Eric Bogle said "Willie is out there amongst all the other 
thousands of slaughtered boys."" There are more than a million of them. 
There are cemeteries where the markers run from horizon to horizon. The 
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skulls and bones of unknown 130,000 French and German soldiers are piled 
up behind glass in charnel bins at the Ossuaire near Verdun. Thousands 
more are buried in named graves in front of the Ossuaire. 


We went to six American Cemeteries. Unlike the British, the American 
dead were allowed to be sent home and those who were left were collected 
into a few huge cemeteries. At Aisne-Marne, the first American Cemetery 
we went to, we shot 18 rolls of film. I had the idea to shoot each 
Mississippi stone. I had to abandon that. I only had enough film for 950 
total slides. 


At Oise-Aisne American Cemetery I asked Superintendent Bill Saylers 
to show me Pvt. Charlie Hemphill's grave. He was from Embry, Mississippi. 
He was killed July 15, 1918. He was my great-aunt Cora Hemphill's boy. 
My grandmother used to show me his picture when I was a kid. I really 
didn't expect to be so moved. He died a generation before I was born. 


Meuse-Argonne is the largest American Cemetery in Europe. It has 
14,246 graves in it including that of Charles Baudry. 


All American Cemeteries are alike~-stark white crosses and Stars of 
David set in deep green grass that looks like a carpet. Sadly beautiful. 
No flowers on the graves except when they are sent by the families. These 
cemeteries are magnificently kept. The superintendents struck me as 
exceptionally dedicated to their work. I don't think the American people 
in general know how well cared for these cemeteries are. 


Parts of the old Western Front are still salted with unexploded 
shells. Untold millions were fired, you know. By the end of World War I 
a strip 25 miles wide running from Flanders 500 miles south to the Alps 
looked like the surface of the moon. Superintendent Arthur Martin, of St. 
Mihiel Cemetery, told me that French farmers along the old front line must 
attach armor plating on their tractors. He said one day not long ago he 
heard a great boom and a tractor in a nearby field had just become another 
casualty of the Great War. The farmer was shaken but otherwise unhurt 
thanks to his armor plate. 


None of the British soldiers were allowed to be taken home and they 
were buried nearly always where they fell or very close to it. More than 
800 British cemeteries dot the countryside along the Western Front. Most 
are small--forty to one hundred men or so, but the largest--Tyne Cot 
British Cemetery, Belgium, has 12,000 individual named graves and 35,000 
names on the surrounding walls of men who were unknown or never found. 
Many men were obliterated by huge shells or churned up in the mud. 


We found Corp. W. C. McBride's stone with several hundred others at 
Vis-en-Artois British Cemetery at 1:15 p.m. on June 4, 1992. I wrote Eric 
Bogle a postcard from there. The British cemeteries all have beautifully 
tended flowers among the stones. Rose bushes are everywhere clambering up 
and pressed against the markers. No poppies grow in the cemeteries, but 
they are all along the road sides. Jane photographed those for this 
production. 
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At Arras, France, we went to the British War Graves Commission and 
called London to see how many other actual Willie McBrides they had on 
file. They said 23--too many to read and copy long distance. But what 
did it matter? Willie McBride is symbolic of all the "slaughtered boys." 


At Vimy Ridge Canadian Memorial sheep mow the grass. It is too 
dangerous to do it with machines. Red danger signs backed up with barbed 
wire warn pedestrians to stay on the paths. Whole forested sections of 
France are forbidden to enter. 


At the Menin Gate in Ypres, Belgium, we waited for seven hours for 
the firemen of the town to come with their silver bugles to blow the 
British "Last Post"--the British counterpart to our "Taps." This 
tradition began in the 1920's. The British gave the firemen the bugles, 
and every evening at 8 o'clock two of them sound the "Last Post". The 
sound washes the huge gate which is inscribed with 54,000 names of British 
soldiers who have no known grave. 


In 1940, when the Germans rolled into town again, they put a stop to 
it. The night they left nearly five years later, the "Last Post" once 
again echoed from the walls of the gate--and every night since. 


To their credit, the Germans in World War II did not destroy the 
Allied cemeteries and monuments of World War I. They did not do it 
because their dead had been as well tended as the Allies own. 


The German cemeteries scattered about the countryside are eerie. The 
German Christian soldiers have black iron Latin crosses or squat black 
slate ones--depending on the cemetery. The German Jewish soldiers always 
have regular upright slabs with a Star of David etched into it. I was 
transfixed by seeing these crosses and stars side by side in random order 
with images of Auchwitz flickering in my mind. 


The Germans did destroy one Allied World War I monument--the 
Australian Monument at St. Quentin. It was the bronze figure of an 
Australian trooper stabbing a German eagle with a bayonet. The Germans 
failed to see the humor in it and blew it to bits. After World War II the 
Australians rebuilt the monument and left off the eagle and bayonet. The 
soldiers now has a pair of binoculars to watch the east from whence the 
German columns have twice come in this century. Germany reunified on 
October 2, 1990. 


One other monument was destroyed, but the American Army did that. 
The Germans were using the great American edifice crowning Montsec as an 
observation post so they, and it, and to go. It has been rebuilt. 


We went to Normandy for D-Day, the 6th of June, 1992. I was 
surprised to find the landing beaches so far apart. I had always supposed 
that Omaha Beach and Utah Beach and the others were maybe a mile apart. 
They are 15 and more miles apart. Omaha Beach has a cliff upon which 
rests the huge Normandy Cemetery. Utah Beach looks like the beach on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast--just flat and sandy with more or less flat land 
behind it. 
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Late on the night of June 7 we caught the cross-channel ferry for 
England. 


THE PRODUCTIONS 


As soon as I returned from Europe, Winfred Moncrief, Doug Mansfield 
and I went to work. Doug is the television technician at Jackson County 
Campus of MGCCC and a video wizard. He is the third member in the 
Magnolia Series documentary team. When Monty has shot all the video he 
needs, and I have gathered all the historical material and prepared the 
script we go to Doug. He weaves it all together in the final tapestry. 


Monty sits in the director's chair. Doug monitors a bank of machines 
that resembles the controls on the Starship Enterprise and I hand him the 
video tapes, slides, pictures, audio tapes, etc. needed at the places 
marked in the script. Monty passes judgement on the finished product. In 
an exhausting 12 to 14 hour day we are lucky to get 3 minutes of finished 
production. 


After ten days of work we finished No Greater Love: Roy Wheat 
in Vietnam on Bastille Day (July 14) 1992. The next day we started early 


on "The Green Fields of France." 


This following a statement of personal opinion. I don't know if what 
I'm about to write is true. I don't care if its true or not; I just 
believe it. "Belief" has very little to do with "truth". 


Here it is. I do not think that the Civil War, World War I or Vietnam 
should have happened. All three of these, as far as I am concerned, were 
preventable and/or useless horrors that should have been avoided. As far 
as I am concerned countless Willie McBrides died in these three wars. The 
Korean War should probably be in this list, too, but since I can't make up 
my mind about that one, I left it out. 


As far as I am concerned Willie McBride did not fight in World 
War II. The deaths in that war counted. The Axis leaders had to be 
stopped. It is bitter irony, though, that World War I caused World War 
II. If we had not had the unnecessary First World War we would not have 
had the necessary Second World War. I hope we do not have a Third World 
War. The Soviet Union dissolved on Christmas Day, 1991. But Germany 
reunified October 2, 1990. 


I have nothing really to say one way or the other about the American 
Revolution, the War of 1812, the Mexican War or the Spanish-American War. 


I do have one thing to say about Desert Storm. It was necessary, but 
its most significant result was the restoration of the public confidence 
in the United States government's military policy lost in Vietnam. 


So the "Green Fields of France" reflects my belief only. I secured 
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the permissions, and I paid for the trip to France to get the needed 
images. It was made for one reason--to be played to my students on the 
last day of my class. It contains only images of the Civil War, World 
War I and Vietnam. I am, however, most grateful to Doug Mansfield for the 
Vietnam section of this production because he fashioned it out of his own 
inspiration. When we reached that portion I had run completely out of 
ideas. I told him I could not think of a thing to do with it, but there 
on the floor was the rubble of the Roy Wheat material. He dived in and 
you got what you see. I think it could not be better. 


At 3:30 Sunday afternoon, July 19, 1992, we took the only copy of the 
Roy Wheat production to the Wheat home in Moselle. I will not describe 
that poignant event beyond saying that Roy had a second funeral. No one 
spoke for five minutes after the program ended. His father told me when 
he could, "That is it. There is nothing more that I ever have to do for 
Roy." 


One of Roy Wheat's relatives asked me, "What happens to the video 
documentary now?" 


I replied, "As far as I am concerned God and Roy Wheat wanted this 
done and a lot of people all over the nation got together and did it the 
best they could with what they had. Whatever happens now is in the hands 
of God and Roy Wheat." 


I went to the cemetery later that afternoon and stood in front of 
Roy's grave and I told him, "You sent that student to my office with that 
picture to give me a hint--for a year. When that didn't work, you pulled 
Tom Miller off the highway and sent him to my office to hit me between the 
eyes with a brick. We have now done all we can do. If you were waiting 
for this, it is a completion." 


I do not know if God intervenes in human affairs. I do not know if 
Roy Wheat's spirit wanted what has been done to be done. But I believe He 
does and he did. 


The above, written over a three day period, 
Tuesday-Thursday, July 28, 29, 30, 1992. 


Charles L. Sullivan 
AFTERWORD 


On Friday, July 31, 1992, former Lance Corp. Bernard Cannon called me 
from Lutz, Florida. The letter sent from Mississippi's Congressional 
offices had at last reached him. He was extremely happy that we had told 
Roy's story. He did not know where Vernon Sorenson is now, but he said, 
"Vernon and I are alive only because of Roy Wheat.'"' And he continued, 


That slender Mississippi country boy had more love 


and compassion in him than all the rest of the company 
put together. Whatever you people put in your documentary 
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it could never tell the whole story of what Roy meant to 
us. I always felt that had he lived others of our company 
who died would still be alive. Roy saved the entire lst 
platoon one night by grabbing the trip wire on a flare 
before it went off. If that flare, set by the Cong, had 
gone up, the Cong would have massacred all of us. 


We did not know about that incident. Like Bernard Cannon said--we 
could never know it all or do Roy justice in a documentary of any length. 
We did what we could with what we had and I think Roy would be proud of 
it. If Roy's spirit had a hand in this, (and I believe he did) then I am 
certain that he did it for others. He lived and died for other people, so 
he could not possibly have wanted this for himself. I do not know why he 
wanted it but I have a theory that was well summed up in a speech 
regarding the Vietnam War made by Ronald Reagan during his 1976 
presidential campaign: 


Well, its time that we recognize ours was in truth 
a noble cause. Let us tell those who fought in that 
war that we will never again ask young men to fight 
and possibly die in a war our government is afraid 
to let them win! 


I think Roy wants the men and women who served in Vietnam to receive 
the honor that they so richly deserve, but I don't think he ever wants 
another horror like Vietnam visited on this nation. The only way to 
prevent a recurrence is never to allow the memory of Vietnam to die. In 
George Santayana's famous words. 


"Those who do not remember the past are condemned to repeat it." 


The United States will never repeat the Vietnam war because of 
reminders such as the Vietnam Memorial Wall in Washington, D. C., and 


because of productions such as No Greater Love: Roy Wheat in Vietnam. 


The Mississippi Vietnam Memorial Committee is now attempting to erect 
a Mississippi Vietnam Memorial Wall in Ocean Springs. The plan is to etch 
in black granite, not only the names but also the faces of the 637 KIAs 
and 18 MIAs Mississippi lost in Vietnam. when this is finished no one who 
looks at this will ever again send "young men to die in a war our 
government is afraid to let them win." 


I made contact with the Mississippi Vietnam Veterans Committee soon 
after I began my research on Roy Wheat. I told them then that I hoped 
this documentary would help them realize their dream. At that time they 
handed me a package of 25 commemorative pins that they sell for $5.00 each 
to raise money for the Mississippi Wall. In a year I had sold only 3 pins. 
Yesterday, Sunday, August 2, 1992, I played the Roy Wheat video at the 
breakfast meeting of the Wiggins Methodist Church. Only 15 men were 
present and they bought 11 pins. I was overwhelmed by the response. 
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I think Roy Wheat wants Mississippi to have that wall. I have been 
informed that plans for the Ocean Springs wall include an audio-visual 


“room where No Greater Love: Roy Wheat in Vietnam will play continuously. 


As for Winfred Moncrief, Doug Mansfield and myself, we need no thanks 
or credit because we realize we did not make this production. God, Roy 
Wheat and Brigadier General Thomas Draude did it. We and Mississippi Gulf 
Coast Community College were honored to put it together for them. 


"Roy, thanks for what you did and will do. Brigadier General Draude 
and Lt. Col. James Vance called today. They loved your story." 


Charles L. Sullivan 
completed August 3, 1992 
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INNISFREE 


Tony McMahon, Eddie Doyle and Malachi Eastwood formed the Irish band known 
as Innisfree in Atlantic City, N.J. The band moved to New Orleans and remained 
there until its dissolution in 1991. Eddie and Malachi have returned to Ireland, 
but Tony has remained in New Orleans. We are grateful to them for their kind 
permission to use their version of "The Green Fields of France" in this 
production and also the "Lonesome Boatman". We regret that Innisfree is no 
longer with us. 


ERIC BOGLE 


Eric Bogle lives in South Australia but has made four concert tours of the 
United States. Though born a Scot, he is a great Australian folk singer. 


His original title for the Green Fields of France was "No Man's Land." It 
and his other great World War I ballad, "And the Band Played ‘Waltzing Matilda.'" 
is available on the same audio cassette. This cassette, entitled SCRAPS OF PAPER 
can be ordered from: 


Alcazar Productions, Inc. 
P. O. Box 429 
Waterbury, VT 05676 

1-800-541-9904 


Alcazar Productions, Inc. also sells Eric Bogle's hour-long concern video 
tape entitled SOMETHING OF VALUE. This is a superb piece of work commemorating 
Australia's recent bi-centennial. This video contains an illustrated version of 
"And the Bank Played ‘Waltzing Matilda'". Combat footage is interspersed with 
modern shots of the few aged ANZAC troopers who are still alive. 


"Waltzing Matilda", Australia's best known song, is not about a girl named 
Matilda. A "matilda'’ in Australian slang, is a back pack or a bedroll carried by 
itinerant "swagmen" on "walkabout" in the "outback" shearing sheep. In the song 
a "swagman" steals a "jumpbuck (sheep)" for food. The swagman cooks his food, 
and as his "billy boils," the "squatter" (farm owner) and "troopers" (rural 
police) discover the thief who dives into a "billabong" (pond or lake) and 
drowns. 


But Eric Bogle is not singing "Waltzing Matilda," he is singing "And the 
Band played 'Waltzing Matilda'". The band played as the ANZACS sailed off for 
Gallipoli in 1915. As the ballad later asserts "to hump tends and pegs" (i.e. 
carry a matilda with sleeping gear in it) a man needs both legs" -- so no more 
Waltzing Matilda for me." (This situation courtesy of a "big Turkish shell"). 


I suggest a trip to your local video store to rent the movie GALLIPOLI 
produced by the Australians in, I believe, the late 1970's. It stars Mel Gibson 
and is an excellent rendition of the useless slaughter at Suvla Bay at the tip of 
Gallipoli Peninsula. This tiny peninsula flanks the European side of the 
Dardanelles. 
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Alcazar also handles all the rest of Eric Bogle's audio tapes. The total of 
these, I believe, is five, and all are superb. But one of these audio tapes is 
also entitled "Something of Value" so if you do order, be certain to 
differentiate between the audio-tape and the video-tape with the same name. 


Eric Bogle exhibits an amazing versatility in his music. He will follow a 
heart-rending ballad like ''No Man's Land" with a delightfully silly ditty about a 
squashed cat or the story in song of a love-sick Chihuahua. This seems typical 
of Celtic singers. They alternately cut out your heart and make you laugh. Eric 
Bogle is a genuine emotional roller coaster. 


As a historian I am very interested in folk music, and I am particularly 
interested in it being illustrated. The soul of any nation is most evident in 
its music. 


AIMS MEDIA 
9710 DeSoto Avenue 
Chatsworth, California 91311-4409 
1-800-367-2467 


has recently released a video tape entitled "Waltzing Matilda". It is only about 
nine minutes long and it is the story of the famous song made with clay figures 
which move. It is a wonderful piece of work suitable for use in any classroom 
from first grade to college. 


The remarkable affinity between Australia and the United States (and the 
South in particular) stems from an almost parallel historical development. Here 
are some of the similarities: 


Settlement by English speaking Anglo-Saxon and Celtic (Scot, Irish, Welsh 
and Scot-Irish) people 


Dumping ground for British convicts--Georgia served in that capacity until 
the American Revolution when Botany Bay in Australia took its place. 


The subjugation of the native inhabitants by the Europeans--Indians in the 
U.S.; Aborigines in Australia. 


A westward movement. 
A gold rush. 


The American "cowboy" legend has its counterpart in the sheep and cattle 
ranch workers of Australia. 


The U.S. and Australia fought together in World War I, World War II, Korea, 
and Vietnam. 


With the South in particular, Australia shaves a legend of "glorious 
defeat"--the Civil War and Gallipoli. (The old ANZACS look like the old 
Confederate veterans). 
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COMMUNITY COLLEGE Barry L. Mellinger, President 


MAGNOLIA SERIES NO. 4 


NO GREATER LOVE: ROY WHEAT IN VIETNAM 


Like all MAGNOLIA SERIES video documentaries No Greater Love may be taped 
off-air or copied. Those desiring to obtain a copy from MGCCC should direct 
their inquiries to: 


MAGNOLIA SERIES 
P. O. Box 142 
Perkinston, MS 39573 


Supported by Harrison, Stone, jackson and George Counties 
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History of the 
Mississippi Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial Committee, Inc. 


Officially 58,175 American men and women were killed or are missing in 
Vietnam. Mississippi lost 637 killed and 18 are still missing or unaccounted 
for. The average age of those KIA/MIA was nineteen. Fifteen American women died 
in the Vietnam War. Three of these, one-fifth of the total, were Mississippians. 


The idea of a Mississippi Vietnam Veterans Memorial was originally presented 
to the staff of the Biloxi Vet Center in August 1985 by a group of Vietnamese 
Americans who wanted to find an appropriate way to show their appreciation to 
Mississippians who served in that noble struggle to keep Vietnam a free country. 


In January 1986 a joint meeting of the Gulf Coast Vietnam Veterans and the 
Vietnamese Vietnam Veterans was held; at which time it was decided to build a 
memorial. 


In November 1988 the Gulf Coast Vietnam Veterans Association (VVA) and the 
Gulf Coast Vietnamese Community visited the "moving wall" (the traveling, half- 
sized replica of the national Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Washington, D.C.) 
while it was on display in New Orleans, Louisiana. After visiting the “moving 
wall" a committee was established with two goals in mind. First, to bring the 
“moving wall" to the Mississippi Gulf Coast and secondly, to build a permanent, 
nationally-recognized Mississippi Vietnam Veterans Memorial on the Mississippi 
Gulf Coast. 


The “moving wall" went on display at Biloxi's Point Cadet for seven days in 
June 1988. Over 30,000 people visited the "wall" and it became apparent that 
there was a need for a permanent Mississippi Vietnam Veterans Memorial. 


The Mississippi Vietnam Veterans Memorial Committee, Inc. (a non-profit 
corporation) was formed and incorporated in early November 1988. 


On March 25, 1989 the governor signed into law a senate bill which 
authorized the building of a Mississippi Vietnam Veterans Memorial on the 
Mississippi Gulf Coast and authorized the Mississippi Vietnam Veterans Memorial 
Committee, Inc. to collect funds for the construction of the memorial and related 
purposes. 
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The law also provided that counties and municipalities could donate to the 
memorial from their general funds: 


55-15-71. Vietnam veterans' memorial. 

The board of supervisors of any country and the 
governing authorities of any municipality are hereby 
authorized and empowered, in their discretion, to make 
contributions out of any available country or municipal 
funds, as appropriate, to a nonprofit corporation 
established for the purpose of constructing a Vietnam 
Veteran's Memorial on the Mississippi Gulf Coast. 
Sources: Laws, 1989, ch. 158 & 1, eff from and 
after passage (approved March 25, 1989). 


A design competition sponsored by the Mississippi Chapter of the American 
Institute of Architecture, the Mississippi Chapter of the American Society of 
Landscape Architects and the Mississippi Vietnam Veterans Memorial Committee, 
Inc., began on November 6, 1989. The final design was announced to the public on 
June 5, 1990. 


The design features grassy mounds which seem to rise out of the earth. At 
the apex of the Memorial the grassy berms are pierced by a large granite slab. 
The granite part of the Memorial has two sides -- a "private" side and a "public" 
side. The private side will be etched with all the faces and ages of the 
Mississippians killed in the Vietnam War. No other memorial in the nation shows 
the faces of the dead. At each face will be a glass shelf to hold memorabilia 
left by visitors to the Memorial. A nearby metal structure is inscribed with the 
names of each KIA. The public side of the Memorial will be the natural granite 
as it was quarried and will list those veterans still missing in action. The 
list of names can be seen but not touched by visitors. The public side of the 
memorial would be used for ceremonies. 


In addition to the memorial, a museum is planned for the display of items of 
remembrance pertaining to Mississippians KIA/MIA. This museum will contain a 
small theater for the screening of Vietnam War related audio-visual 
presentations. : 


In July 1992, Mississippi Gulf Coast Community College completed and 
presented to the committee a video-documentary entitled, No Greater Love: 
Roy Wheat_in Vietnam. This 27-minute production tells the story of Marine Lance 
Corporal Roy Mitchell Wheat of Moselle, Mississippi -- Mississippi's sole 
recipient of the Medal of Honor in Vietnam. 


The Mississippi Vietnam Memorial in Ocean Springs will weave granite, 


artifacts, and video into an experience that will teach American values, 
patriotism, service to country and also the lesson of Vietnam. 
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Mississippi Vietnam Veterans Memorial Committee, Inc. 


P. 0. Box 721 
Biloxi, MS 39533-9927 


Those wishing to serve on the committee or aid in any way in completing the 
memorial, please contact Executive Committee Vice-President Ed Horstman, 114 
Yucca Drive, Long Beach, MS 39560, phone 601-868-7658. 


THE SUN HERALD 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 1992 


Vietnam veterans monument finds 
home at Ocean Springs Civic Center 


Proposed granite memorial now awaits $1.5 million for construction 


By 11M HANNAFORD : . : 
SUN HERALD 


OCEAN SPRINGS — The city’s mayor 
and aldermen proudly welcomed to town 
Tuesday a proposed Vietnam veterans mon- 
tment that has searched for a home on the 
Coast for about three years. 

After the $1.5 million needed to build it is 
raised, the granite memorial will stand on the 
Civic Center grounds m memory of the 
state's Vietnam veterans, The fund raising 
may take another two years, members of the 
Mississippi Vietnam Veterans Memorial 


ee said. 
’ “Y'all have got a home,” Mayor Kevin 
Alves, a Vietnam veteran, told committee 


members. “The board has spoken. Y'all get . 


busy.” 


The committee has considered more ‘than 
20 sites across the Coast but settled on 
Ocean Springs in part because of city offi- 
cials’ support for the project, members said. 

Legal snags and pridrity conflicts had 
turned the monument away from other sites 
such as Biloxi’s Point Cadet and Gulfport’s 
Jones Park. 

“It’s really refreshing to hear people say, 
‘How can we do it?’ rather than, ‘Well, we 
have a problem,’ ” said Dick Wilson, presi- 
dent of the committee. 

Architects’ plans call for a 115-feet-long 
and 15-feet-high wall with laser-etched b- 
kenesses of the nearly 700 Mississippi sol- 
diers killed or missing in action while serving 
in Vietnam 

Only $200,000 has been raised, but dona- 
tions should pick up now that a location is 


definite, Wilson said. The group has not 
asked Ocean Springs for any money for the 
project. 


The marker will stand on about an acre of 
tand on the northwest corner of the Civic 
Center grounds, on U.S. 90 near the city’s 
eastern boundary. Plans also call for a re- 
flecting pond to be built at the site. 

The civic center, built in 1989, is on 12 
acres of land. A smaller war memorial stands 
just west of the building now, paying tribute 
to former city residents who died in wars 
during this century. 

Alderman John McKay, a National Guard. 
commander in the Persian Gulf War, said: 
“This is a long time coming, honoring the 
Vietnam veterans. I'm glad to see them 
getting their just dues. It’s probably not 
enough, but it's a step in the right direction.” 
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